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ON  THE  COVER 


THE  1907-S  HALF:  A MODERN-DAY  SLEEPER 


A mintage  of  1,250,000  does  not  single  out  the  1907-S  Barber  half  as  a 
rare  date  by  any  means.  As  a matter  of  fact,  there  are  28  Bart^er  half  dates 
whose  total  mintage  falls  below  that  number.  But  as  we've  already  learned  from 
the  dime  and  quarter  rarity  rating  surveys  as  well  as  articles  by  Pete  Haishun, 
mintage  and  survival  rates  are  not  necessarily  directly  correlated  with  one 
another.  That  brings  us  to  the  1907-S  half. 

If  you  talk  to  almost  any  collector  whose  trying  to  complete  a set  of 
halves  from  VF  or  better,  the  1907-S  is  usually  one  of  the  last  dates  they  need; 
especially  if  they're  looking  for  a nice  XF  or  AU  specimen.  As  a matter  of  fact, 
your  surveys  give  the  1907-S  half  a lofty  rating  of  5 in  XF/AU.  Even  in  FAT  it 
was  rated  a 4,  and  in  GA^G  a 3. 

Although  many  Barber  collectors  know  the  1907-S  half  is  rare  in  the  AU 
range,  CDN  Greysheet  value  in  AU  is  only  $35  more  than  for  a comparable 
common  AU  date  ($260  vs.  $225).  This  price  gap  is  wider  in  most  of  the  other 
grades  of  the  1907-S.  What's  really  puzzling,  however,  is  that  it  is  probably  rarer 
in  AU  than  almost  any  other  grade.  Just  try  and  find  one! 

The  focus  of  this  Journal  is  on  the  Barber  half.  There  have  been  com- 
ments from  members  that  we've  not  paid  enough  attention  to  the  half.  Well, 
what  more  appropriate  a time  than  when  we  publish  our  first  Barber  Half  Rarity 
Ratings  to  focus  on  the  half.  So  read  and  enjoy.  ♦♦♦ 
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DISPLAY  ADVERTISING 


ADVERTISING  RATES 


Issue  rates  will  be  as  follows: 


One  Issue 

Four  Issue  Contract 

One-eighth  Page 

$15.00 

$ 50.00 

Quarter  Page 

25.00 

80.00 

Half  Page 

40.00 

130.00 

Full  Page 

70.00 

240.00 

Full  Page  (Inside  Front  or  Back  Cover) 

100.00 

350.00 

Full  Page  (Outside  Back  Cover) 

150.00 

500.00 

Deadline  for  copy  will  be  September  1. 


To  place  display  advertising  in  the  BCCS  Journal  contact: 
Publisher,  BCCS  Journal 
P.  O.  Box  382246,  Memphis,  TN  38183-2246 


ADVERTISING  POLICY 


Any  dealer  or  collector  member  in  good  standing  of  the  Barber  Coin  Collectors' 
Society  who  is  at  least  18  years  of  age  may  place  advertising  in  the  Society's 
Journal.  Minors  under  the  age  of  18  must  first  provide  a “certificate  of 
responsibility"  from  their  parent  or  guardian  before  any  advertising  can  be 
placed. 

Only  ads  for  Barber  coins  and  associated  supplies  are  permitted,  although 
advertisers  may  provide  generic  descriptions  of  any  other  coins  they  sell.  Mail 
bid  advertising  cannot  be  accepted. 

The  Publisher  reserves  the  right  to  edit  or  decline  advertising  that  is  in  conflict 
with  BCCS  bylaws.  Unless  otherwise  specified  in  the  ad,  advertisers  must 
accept  the  return  of  merchandise  in  the  original  holders  that  bears  a postmark 
within  7 business  days  of  the  receipt  by  the  customer.  Any  purchaser  wanting 
to  get  an  independent  opinion  of  any  coin  must  first  notify  the  advertiser  within 
the  applicable  time  that  the  merchandise  can  be  returned. 

All  advertisers  must  properly  describe  the  condition  of  all  coins  advertised. 
Unless  otherwise  noted,  the  grading  description  of  all  coins  will  be  in 
accordance  with  the  “Official  ANA  Grading  Standards  for  United  States  Coins." 
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Articles,  questions,  comments  and  ads  are  welcome  and  should  be  forwarded  to: 
Publisher,  BCCS,  P.O.  Box  382246,  Memphis,  TN  38183-2246 

No  material  in  this  Journal  may  be  reproduced  in  part  or  whole,  without  prior 
permission  of  the  Publisher. 


CLASSIFIED  ADS 


Any  member  may  run  a classified  ad  in  the  Journal.  The  rules  as  well  as 
the  deadline  much  the  same  way  as  for  display  advertising.  The  cost  is  20  cents 
per  word,  with  a $5.00  minimum.  Words  count  as  follows:  Date  & mint-mark  - 
1 word;  name  initials  - 1 word;  address  # - 1 word;  zip  code  - 1 word. 

If  you  have  Barbers  you  want  to  buy  or  sell  and  don't  need  a lot  of 
space  to  do  it,  the  Classified  Section  is  for  you. 


WANTED:  BARBER  QUARTERS.  In  Very  Fine  or  Extra  Fine  will  consider  Very  Good. 
1892-S  - 1895-S  - 1896-S  - 1897-S  - 1901-S  - 1913-S  - 1 91 1-D.  Will  pay 
Cash  - Layaway  - Trade  - Have  gold  & silver  coins  - Roman  coins  - Gold  & old 
stamps  for  trading.  Write:  John  M.  Ciano,  P.O.  Box  61 03  IMCN,  Chelsea,  MA  02150- 
6103. 


WANTED!  Barber  Halves  strict  XF-45.  All  dates  and  mints.  Must  be  original,  well- 
struck,  and  defect-free.  Please  write.  P.  Wing,  P.O.  Drawer  58204,  Cincinnati,  OH 
45258. 


BARBER  DIMES.  1907  VF  $7,  191 1-D  VF  $8,  1912-DEF  $23.  $1  postage.  Other 
Barbers  available.  Send  for  FREE  list.  Randall  E.  Doty,  Box  4105,  Bartonville,  IL  61607 


BARBERS!  BARBERS!  Send  for  FREE  price  list.  R.G.  Coins.  Since  1965.  P.O.  Box 
2292,  Joilet,  IL  60434. 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


Letters  from  members  are  welcome  and  will  be  published  as  space 
permits.  The  Publisher  reserves  the  right  to  edit  or  omit  material  in  accordance 
with  Society  bylaws. 

The  publication  of  letters  is  not  necessarily  an  endorsement  by  the 
Society  of  a particular  opinion  held  by  a member.  Also,  members  claiming  new 
discoveries  should  be  willing  to  permit  personal  examination  of  such  discoveries 
by  a recognized  authority  so  as  to  add  weight  to  its  validity.  Arrangements  for 
such  examinations  can  be  made  through  the  Publisher. 

Finally,  letter  writers  will  not  be  identified  unless  they  give  permission 
when  submitting  their  letter,  or  have  given  their  permission  on  their 
membership  application. 


RE-CATEGORIZE  THE  GRADES  FOR  BARBER  HALF  SURVEY 


I have  been  working  on  a set  of 
Barber  halves  for  about  2 years  now  in  the 
grade  of  VG,  so  I've  only  filled  in  what  I'm 
familiar  with  on  the  survey. 

After  one  year,  I had  obtained  all  of 
the  1900-1915  issues,  but  from  the  period 
1892-1899  I only  had  the  1898  and  1899. 
All  of  the  others  I have  had  to  get  through 
mail  order.  At  this  time,  I still  have  not 
been  able  to  locate  an  1894-0  and  1895-0 
in  VG.  I have  examined  10-15  locally  - but 
all  were  in  G/AG  condition. 

1 do  not  think  we  should  include  the 
condition  Good  and  VG  in  the  same  rarity 
rating  column.  VG's  are  at  least  10  to  20 
times  rarer  than  Goods  for  dimes,  quarters 
and  halves!  While  the  above  mentioned 
1894-0  and  1895-0  are  probably  R1  in 
Good  and  G/AG  I still  do  not  have  a VG  of 
either  after  2 years.  I propose  that  if  we 
redo  the  rarity  ratings  that  VG  (and 
possibly  VF  and  AU)  be  evaluated  as  a 


separate  grade! 

The  "O"  mints  are  especially  difficult 
to  find  with  full  rims  on  both  sides  in  VG 
due  to  soft  strikes.  In  particular,  the 
1890's-O  mints  exhibit  a mushy/washed 
out  appearance,  even  when  they  make  the 
grade. 

Going  by  what  dealers  tell  me  and  the 
lack  of  interest/articles  on  Barber  halves  in 
our  Journal,  it  would  seem  the  half  dollars 
are  the  least  popular/collected  of  the 
dimes,  quarters  and  halves  designed  by 
Barber.  This  is  really  too  bad,  as  I believe 
the  halves  are  much  scarcer  than  is 
generally  believed.  Because  of  their  high 
face  value  and  purchasing  power,  few 
were  saved  when  they  were  current,  and 
when  collecting  from  circulation  was 
possible,  their  face  value  was  an  obstacle 
to  collectors. 

- Rich  Dula 


If  you  like  the  way  this  Journal  has  been 
designed  & typeset.  Please  call  or  write: 

John  Feigenbaum 

P.O.  Box  9801  • Va.  Beach,  VA  23450 

(804)  463-5223 
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Series 

Dimes  504, 2( 

Quarters  254,6$ 

Halves  135,3' 

894,268,121 

I believe  that  the  1895-0  dime  is  quite 
probably  underrated  in  XF-AU;  it  could 
probably  be  R7,  and  is  my  pick  for  most 
underrated  dime. 

The  most  underrated  quarter,  in  my 
opinion  is  the  1914-S.  With  a small 
mintage  and  practically  zilch  availability  in 
XF-AU  it  could  easily  rate  R6.  It  probably 
would  except  for  the  tiny  40,000  mintage 
of  the  R7  1913-S  making  an  R6  "not  quite 


Barber  Mintage 

56.4 

28.5 
15.1 

look  right"  with  264,000  so  close  to  it  in 
date  and  mint  mark. 

The  most  underrated  half  is 
undoubtedly  the  1898-0.  I have  collected 
halves  for  over  25  years  and  this  coin  is  the 
least  offered  in  coin  publications  or  seen  at 
coin  shows  in  the  XF-AU  category.  The 
1913-D  is  also  an  unlikely  “sleeper”,  but 
very  hard  to  find  in  XF-AU. 


BARBER  STATISTICS  & COMMENTS 


Mintage  Totals 
Totals  Avg.  Mintage/issue 

62,428  6,723,499 

90,091  3,441,758 

15,602  1,853,638 


% of  Total 


BUYING  • SELLING 


At  tIhe  moment,  rhEse  ANd  many  oHiER  IIne  BARbER  coIns  are  In  STock: 

190US  lOc  NCC'CiTAdEd  MS66  UNTONEd  & vERy  Iustrous S 1 1,500. 

1892^0  Micro-0  50c  Very  Rare  Gem  UNclRCulATEd  & pRoof-likE  ..S  16,500. 
1896-S  25c  NicE,  AHRACTivE  Fine S455. 


PAyiMq  OVER  CREyskEEi  ASK  foR  1 895^0  diiviEs! 


Larry  BRiqqs  Rare  CoiiMs 

P.O.  Box  1 87 
LiviA,  OH  45802 

1^419^228^2285 

Hours:  MoNdAy-pRidAy:  10AM-6pivi  Eastern 


7 


JUST  MINTED  !!! 


BCCS  COMMEMORATIVE  MEDALS  STRUCK 


Photo  of  100th  Anniversary  Barber  Medal. 

Shown  here  at  actual  size. 

One  thousand  Commemorative  medals  marking  the  100th  anniversary 
of  the  first  minting  of  Barber's  silver  dimes,  quarters  and  halves  have  been 
struck.  The  medals,  struck  in  silver  and  bearing  the  likeness  of  Miss  Liberty  on 
the  obverse,  are  available  for  $11.00  each,  postage  included,  to  society  members. 
The  medals  are  approximately  the  size  of  a Morgan  Dollar,  have  a mirror  finish 
and  a reeded  edge.  They  each  weigh  1 troy  ounce  and  measure  39  mm  in 
diameter  and  are  3 mm  thick. 

Because  of  the  reeded  edge,  it  was  not  possible  to  consecutively  number 
each  medal,  as  was  originally  intended.  We  did  not  want  to  distract  from  the 
appearance  of  the  surfaces  so  the  number  was  not  placed  there.  Instead,  each 
medal  comes  with  a consecutively  numbered  certificate  from  1 to  1,000.  Each 
member  can  have  his  or  her  number  on  the  certificate  of  the  medal  they  order. 

If  you  pre-ordered  a medal,  an  invoice  is  enclosed  with  your  Journal. 


NEXT  GENERAL  MEETING  OF  BCCS 


The  next  general  meeting  of  our  Society  will  be  held  in  conjunction 
with  the  100th  A.N.A.  Convention  this  summer  in  Chicago.  It  will  be  held  at 
8:30  a.m.  on  Saturday,  August  17,  in  Room  9 of  the  O'Hare  Exposition  Center  in 
Rosemont,  Illinois.  Members  and  their  guests  are  welcome. 


❖ 
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THE  UNDE 

By  Dale  Phelan 


I have  been  interested  m juarber  half  dollars  since  1954  when  as  a 
newsboy  I received  a 1908-0  AG  in  change.  Since  then  I went  on  to  collect  the 
very  rarest  US  coins,  but  I have  now  returned  to  the  Barber  half  dollar  series.  I 
feel  it  is  the  most  undervalued  coin  in  today's  market.  At  $4.00  in  Good 
condition  with  a mintage  of  140  million  or  one-third  of  the  500  million  plus 
Walkers  minted  and  a bullion  value  of  $1.50  they  are  a steal!  They  are  truly  50 
times  more  rare  than  the  Morgan  dollar  in  all  grades  as  most  Barbers  were 
circulated  and  wore  down  to  low  grades  and  retired.  Most  Morgan  Dollars  and 
Walkers  were  saved;  other  than  the  Pittman  Act  Meetings  of  1918  and  the  1980 
Silver  Melt.  Most  collectors  held  their  coins  but  have  no  idea  how  important 
their  coins  were  at  the  time  of  issue!  Prices  in  1896  were  the  lowest  ever  in  the 
USA,  a Barber  half  dollar  was  a whole  days  pay  for  five  and  dime  store  clerks 
and  live-in  cooks.  A 10  year  old  child  coal  miner  in  1910  made  7 cents  per  hour. 
In  1896,  a steak  dinner  in  a restaurant  was  25  cents,  as  was  a hotel  room.  One 
can  see  why  most  Barbers  are  worn,  as  few  could  afford  to  save  them.  In  1901 
if  one  were  to  have  offered  a BU  1901-S  quarter  in  one  hand  or  a worn  1893-P 
half  dollar  in  the  other,  all  persons  on  the  street  would  have  taken  the  1893  half 
dollar  as  it  meant  a full  extra  meal!  Most  high  grade  Barbers  today  came  not 
from  early  collectors  but  isolated  coins  put  aside  by  immigrants,  or  for  those 
who  didn't  trust  banks,  or  as  a birthday  present  for  a child  or  even  a few  BU 
rolls  found  in  banks  in  the  1933  closures. 

Whereas  Morgan  dollars  were  not  spent  as  a rule  but  were  stored  in  bag 
lots  until  recent  years.  Walking  Liberty  half  dollars  were  hoarded  by  the  public 
from  1934  onward  and  many  earlier  dates  with  valuations  over  $3000-f-  are 
really  not  that  rare.  I personally  know  of  300  BU  1921-S  Walker  and  800  BU 
1919-S  half  dollars  in  existence.  Yet,  I doubt  that  over  100  1904-S  Barber  half 
dollars  exist  in  BU  at  $800! 

It  might  be  interesting  to  examine  why  Barbers  circulated  40  years  or 
more.  Due  to  bank  failures  in  1907,  1921  and  1931-33  many  people  kept  coins  at 
home  to  spend  and  even  more  so,  were  immigrants  who  hoarded  quite  a lot  of 
coins  and  currency  before  WWII.  During  hard  times  their  small  hoards  were 
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spent.  So  while  a 1906  half  dollar  might  stay  in  the  house  until  1908  and  spent, 
it  might  wind  up  in  another  home  during  the  1921  Depression  for  a few  years 
and  so  on.  So  by  the  end  of  WWII,  one  half  dollar  in  every  9 coins  in  circulation 
was  a Barber  half  dollar.  By  this  time,  most  were  just  G4  to  G6  grades. 

I have  studied  mint  records  and  total  coinage  in  circulation  for  every  5 
years  since  1920  and  come  to  this  conclusion:  By  1930,  7 half  dollars  in  10  coins 
in  circulation  were  Barbers,  1 in  9 coins  by  1945  and  1 coin  in  100  were  Barbers 
by  1954  after  that  they  stopped  circulating.  By  1980,  many  bags  of  common 
date  Barbers  in  AG  to  G6  were  melted.  I know  of  one  dealer  who  melted  in 
NYC  62,000  Barber  half  dollars  AG  to  VG. 

My  last  thought  is  to  examine  why  “S”  mint  Barber  half  dollars  were 
worth  10  to  20  times  the  value  of  “P”  mints  in  1955-65  era.  I remember  buying  a 
BU  1900  half  dollar  in  1958  for  $10  and  asking  dealer  Leo  Young  (a  major  dealer 
even  then)  why  the  “S”  mints  were  $80  to  $150  then.  He  said  the  $10  coin  I 
bought  was  just  as  rare  as  the  “S”,  but  collectors  preferred  “S”  mints.  Today  I 
feel  he  was  only  half  right.  ILs  true  the  “P”  mints  were  available  in  proof  and 
were  underrated  but  the  “S”  was  overrated  to  some  degree.  But  I feel  the  “S” 
mints  are  rarer  than  most  “P”  mints  and  today  seem  to  be  undervalued.  Dates 
like  1913-S  half  dollars  are  just  as  rare  as  the  1913-S  quarter  in  BU  but  the 
quarter  is  more  rare  in  low  grades,  forcing  the  BU  higher  in  price. 


BARBERS  FOR  SALE  - ALL  THIRD-PARTY  GRADED 

100 

1903-0  Hallmark  MS63  Lt.  toning 

.$  425.00 

250 

1892-0  PCGS  MS63  Medium  toning 

.$  500.00 

1894  NGCMS63  Lt.  toning 

....425.00 

1899  ANACS  AU58  Bright 

....110.00 

500 

1892  PCGS  MS62  Bright,  dull  holder 

.$  475.00 

1894-S  PCGS  MS62  Dark  toning  ..: 

....480.00 

1905-0  ANACS  MS60  Light  toning 

....575.00 

1905-0  PCGSMS62  Light  toning,  PQ 

....950.00 

1906-0  ANACS  MS61  Bright 

....350.00 

1906-0  ANACS  MS61  Bright,  PQ 

....370.00 

1907-0  PCGSMS62  Bright,  PQ 

....475.00 

1914  PCGSMS62  Bright .' 

.1,050.00 

500  ANACS  Papers  1900-S  MS60/60  Bright 

.$  375.00 

1907-0  MS61/61  Dark  toning 

....340.00 

1908-0  MS61/61  Dark  toning 

....340.00 

Checks  must  clear.  14-day  return  policy.  Send  us  your  want  list.  We  pay  postage. 

WANTED:  Barber  series  coins  graded  by  ANACS,  PCGS,  & NGC. 

Let  me  know  what  you  have  and  price. 

THE  HEADS  & TAILS  COIN  CO. 

ROBERT  HARLOW 

P.O.  BOX  m 

WEST  BOYLESTON,  MA  01583 
PHONE:  1-508-597-3307  EVENINGS 
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BUYING 

BARBERS 

F-XF 

DIMES 


1892-S 

1897-0, S 

1902-0,  S 

1908-0 

1893-0,  S 

1898-0, S 

1903-  S 

1909-D,  0,  S 

1894-0 

1899-0 

1904-  S 

1910-S 

1895-P,  O,  S 

1900-0 

1905-0 

1913-S 

1896-0,  S 

1901-S 

1906-0 

1915-S 

QUARTERS 

1892-S 

1897-0,  S 

1902-0,  S 

1907-D,  S 

1893-0,  S 

1898-0, S 

1903-0,  S 

1908-S 

1894-0 

1899-0, S 

1904-  0 

1909-0 

1895-0,  S 

1900-0,  S 

1905-0,  S 

1911-D, S 

1896-0 

1901-0 

1906-D,  0 

1912-S 

1914-S 

QUARTERS 

1913-P  1914-P  1915-P 


Please  Write: 


Kevin  Lonergan 
P.O.  Box  4234 
Hamden,  CT  06514 


TREASURY  REPORT 


PERIOD  ENDING  MARCH  31,  1991 


Opening  Balance  Jan.  1,  1991 


$ 870.09 


Receipts 


Funds  Available 


Dues 

Advertising 
Back-issue  Sales 
Misc. 

Total 


$5,138.00 

1,045.00 

42.00 

33.00 


6,258.00 

$7,128.09 


Expenditures 


Journal  Printing  vol.  II, #4, 
vol.  m#l  $3,707.00 

Postage  188.35 

Misc.  Printing  293.14 

Commem.  Artwork  200.00 

Bank  Charges  2.58 

Misc.  14.00 

Total 


$ 4,405.07 


Closing  Balance  March  31,  1991 


$2,723.02 


Paul  Reuter, 
Treasurer 


THE  18^ 

By  Bill  Cregan 


The  1896-S  Barber  quarter  in  strong  good  and  better  condition  is  a 
scarce  coin  without  qualification  and  is  also  the  most  difficult  of  the  big  three 
rarities  in  the  series  to  find  in  natural,  problem-free  preservation. 

With  diligent  searching  , the  quarter  collector  can  locate  the  1896-S  in 
virtually  any  grade  up  to  lightly  circulated  extremely  fine.  But  most  of  the  these 
coins  will  be  flawed  by  corrosion,  cleaning,  or  circulation  damage;all  defects  that 
impair  its  appearance.  In  contrast,  defect  free  specimens  of  this  coin  are  seldom 
encountered  and  are  prized  collector  discoveries. 

As  a Barber  quarter  collector  since  1964,  the  finest  example  Pve  seen  is  a 
nicely  toned  extremely  fine  plus,  with  a natural  appearance,  sharply  struck  and 
defect  free.  In  about  uncirculated  to  uncirculated  preservation  this  date  is  an 
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established,  legitimate  rarity,  and  virtually  never  for  sale.  However,  some  of  the 
grading  services  have  documented  some  outstanding  examples  of  this  coin, 
although  I have  never  examined  them. 

When  it  comes  to  actual  uncirculated  condition,  it  can  be  definitely 
argued  that  the  1896-S  is  positively  the  rarest  date  in  the  entire  Barber  quarter 
series. 

Quarter  enthusiasts  must  be  aware  that  the  1896-S  has  been 
counterfeited  by  adding  the  letter  S to  a genuine  1896  Philadelphia  mint  quarter. 
For  reference,  collectors  will  want  to  refer  to  David  Lawrence's  Barber  quarter 
book  detailing  the  mintmark  shape  and  positions  of  this  scarce  coin. 

For  my  own  tastes,  my  1896-S  is  a simple,  problem-free  original  good 
plus.  Although  most  of  the  Barber  quarters  in  my  collection  grade  from  fine  to 
extremely  fine,  this  coin  is  one  of  my  favorites.  It  took  me  years  to  find  this 
coin,  in  choice  good,  and  at  a cost  I found  reasonable  and  within  my  fluctuating 
budget  In  short,  I buy  the  best  I can  afford. 

The  1896-S  is  one  of  the  teaser  coins  of  the  big  three  rarity  series,  which 
also  includes  the  1901-S  and  1913-S.  When  it  comes  to  finding  defect  free  coins, 
the  date  1896-S  is  equally  as  scarce  as  the  1901-S  and  1913-S  dates  (or  more  so), 
which  are  etched  in  legend.  ' 


THEB^ER 

By  Russell  Easterbrooks 


Charles  Barber  was  a craftsman  who  took 
pride  in  his  designs.  His  technical  expertise  with  reliefs 
made  details  on  his  coins  durable,  attractive  and  easily 
made. 

The  reverse  of  the  Barber  dime  is  a wreath  of 
grain,  corn,  oak  and  maple  leaves  with  a ribbon  bow  at 
the  bottom,  with  the  words  One  Dime  in  the  center. 

I was  always  interested  why  Barber  used  this 
design,  which  is  nearly  identical  to  the  Seated  Liberty 
Dime  reverse. 


Close-up  of  Barber 
dime  wreath 


The  designer  is  said  to  be  James  B.  Longacre,  yet  it  is  often  referred  to  as 
Newlin's  wreath  of  cereals.  This  design  first  appeared  in  1859  when  mint 
director  Snowden  recommended  it  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  calling  it 
Newlin's  wreath  of  cereals.  The  wreath  was  composed  of  cotton,  tobacco, 
sugar  cane,  corn,  wheat,  and  oak  leaves;  some  of  the  products  of  the  different 
sections  of  our  country.  He  also  went  on  to  say  that  this  design  was  deliberately 
made  to  allow  perfect  striking  of  lady  liberty  on  the  obverse. 

No  one  seems  to  know  why  Newlin's  name  is  used  with  this  wreath.  It 


13 


is  believed  that  name  refers  to  Harold  P.  Newlin  who  was  an  active  numismatist 
during  the  1870's  and  whose  collection  of  half  dimes  and  other  coins  was  sold  at 
auction  on  April  10,  1883.  Newlin  also  was  the  author  of  a limited  edition 
monograph  “A  Classification  of  Early  Half  Dimes  of  the  United  States” 
published  in  1883.  In  his  monograph,  Newlin  talks  about  the  1804  dollar  and 
the  1827  quarters  that  were  re-struck  at  the  mint  a short  time  prior  to  1860.  He 
goes  on  to  say  that  he  is  indebted  to  one  of  the  custodians  of  the  mints'  coin 
collection  for  this  information.  Who  this  was  is  a mystery.  The  only  other  link  I 
could  find  with  Newlin  and  the  mint,  was  his  friend  O.  C.  Bosbyshell,  coiner  in 
1875  at  the  Philadelphia  mint  and  later  to  be  superintendent. 

One  possible  reason  why  Barber  desired  to  use  this  reverse  is  the  way  it 
would  allow  his  bust  of  liberty  to  strike  up.  Also,  he  may  have  liked  the  way  it 
had  worn  on  the  Seated  dimes.  He  probably  also  felt  the  reverse  of  his  quarter 
and  half  would  not  work  on  the  dime,  and  that  the  agriculture  theme  was  a 
good  one;  or  he  may  just  have  been  limited  for  time.  We  may  never  know  why, 
but  to  the  eye,  he  made  a decision  every  Barber  dime  collector  appreciates. 


THETHW^^O 

By  Rich  Nedved 


My  story  begins  back  in  July  of  1986  when  I purchased  my  first  Barber 
Half.  The  coin  I bought  was  a 1907-D  in  XF.  I bought  two  more  in  that  same 
month  and  became  fascinated  with  these  coins. 

I had  started  collecting  back  in  1981  after  being  out  of  it  for  more  than 
twenty  years.  My  father-in-law  had  passed  away  and  his  wife  split  his  collection 
between  her  two  daughters.  My  wife  was  not  interested  in  the  coins  so  I split 
the  coins  equally  and  I was  once  again  collecting. 

My  last  experience  at  collecting  was  at  Boys  Town  in  Nebraska.  While 
there  I used  to  search  through  coins  that  were  sometimes  donated  to  the  home. 
Between  coins  and  stamps  I built  a pretty  nice  collection.  Upon  leaving  and 
coming  to  California  I had  to  sell  both  the  stamps  and  coins  because  I was  living 
with  my  brother  and  had  to  pay  my  own  way.  So  when  I had  the  chance  to 
start  in  again  collecting  I was  really  excited. 

So  when  I started  in  again  I was  undecided  as  to  what  to  collect.  I 
collected  Indian  pennies,  silver  dollars,  and  started  a set  of  liberty  head  nickels. 
Like  a lot  of  other  collectors,  I liked  the  silver  dollars  and  I had  quite  a few  given 
to  me.  I was  still  looking  for  something  to  put  my  heart  and  soul  into.  And  that 
day  back  in  1986  is  when  I made  up  my  mind. 

After  I purchased  those  three  halves  in  XF,  I went  to  a coin  show  and 
saw  a beautiful  191 1-S  in  AU.  I made  up  my  mind  right  there  that  I was  going  to 
build  a set  in  AU.  So  I started  trying  to  learn  all  I cold  on  Barber  coinage.  I joined 
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a local  coin  club  and  also  tried  to  find  out  anything  I cold  on  the  subject.  As  we 
all  know,  at  that  time  there  were  no  books  in  existence  devoted  to  only  Barber 
coinage. 

I talked  to  many  dealers  and  looked  for  dealers  who  specialized  in 
Barbers.  It  was  in  1989  that  I bought  my  first  AU  Barber  Half  from  Dave 
Lawrence.  I had  acquired  quite  a few  coins  to  the  set  by  then  but  I was  still 
missing  most  of  the  tough  dates.  By  the  end  of  1989  I was  getting  price  lists  of 
any  dealer  dealing  in  Barbers.  I was  also  watching  all  auction  catalogs  for  dates  I 
didn't  have.  It  was  then  I also  decided  to  work  on  the  dimes  and  quarters.  I'his 
made  it  even  tougher  because  of  all  the  tough  dates  in  both  of  these  sets.  This 
way  if  I could  not  find  a half  I needed  at  a show  or  in  a catalog,  I could  still  buy 
a dime  or  a quarter. 

Dave  Lawrence  really  clued  me  in  on  the  tougher  dates  and  how  hard 
they  would  be  to  find.  He  also  told  me  about  the  Barber  Coin  Collectors  Society 
and  that's  when  I joined. 

I kept  on  looking  for  the  few  halves  I needed  to  fill  the  set.  I bought 
some  in  uncirculated  condition  because  they  v/ere  such  good  buys  and  they 
could  not  be  found  in  AU. 

In  the  fall  of  1990,  the  B.C.C.S.  published  my  plea  in  down  to  one  to  try 
and  help  me  find  the  1897-S  I needed  to  complete  the  set.  I also  advertised  in 
Coin  World  and  the  Numismatic  News.  Plus,  I had  every  dealer  I knew  looking 
for  a nice  1897-S  AU  or  better  but  to  no  avail.  In  the  three  years  I had  been 
searching  for  the  1897-S  I never  saw  it  at  a show  or  advertised  in  better 
condition  than  VF. 

I kept  getting  more  discouraged  as  time  went  by  at  not  being  able  to 
find  one  especially  when  Dave  Lawrence  couldn't  find  it.  There  are  seventeen 
Barber  Halves  with  less  mintage  figures  than  the  1897-S  but  this  by  far  is  the 
toughest  date  to  find  in  a nicer  grade  at  least  under  MS-63.  It  leads  me  to  believe 
some  of  these  may  have  been  shipped  out  of  the  country.  Then  again,  maybe 
they  were  a heavily  circulated  coin  at  the  time  of  mintage.  I wonder  if  we  will 
ever  know  why  it  is  such  a tough  coin  to  find. 

Then  on  May  1,  1991, 1 came  home  from  work  and  opened  my  mail.  I 
had  several  coin  price  sheets  plus  an  advanced  offering  from  Bowers  & Merena. 

I read  all  of  them  except  the  one  from  Bowers  d2  Merena  as  I thought  there 
wouldn't  be  anything  of  interest  in  there  for  me. 

They  had  Barber  halves  before  but  I always  had  the  ones  they 
advertised.  Finally,  later  that  night  I started  reading  it.  I usually  start  at  the 
Barber  half  section  but  I didn't  then  because  I figured  no  way  would  I see 
something  I needed. 

But  all  of  a sudden  there  it  was.  I couldn't  believe  my  eyes:  1897-S  MS- 
62.  Now  this  was  a higher  grade  than  I wanted  but  I hadn't  even  seen  one 
advertised  for  sale  in  AU  or  better  for  five  years.  After  the  shock  wore  off  I 
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thought  this  is  a bit  out  of  your  league  and  left  it  at  that. 

I went  to  bed  that  night  but  woke  up  about  1:00  a.m.  and  I could  not 
get  back  to  sleep  because  I couldn't  get  that  coin  out  of  my  mind.  The  next  day  I 
went  to  work  and  made  up  my  mind  to  call  my  wife  and  talk  to  her  about  the 
coin.  I told  her  how  bad  I wanted  it  and  how  long  I had  been  looking  for  it  and 
that  I may  never  get  another  shot  at  one  and  she  said  "buy  it." 

I couldn't  believe  my  ears.  Then  I thought  I'll  bet  it's  gone.  We  are  in  California 
and  Bowers  <Sl  Merem  is  in  New  Hampshire.  Surely  someone  living  closer  got 
their  mail  sooner  and  bought  it.  I phoned  anyway  holding  my  breath  as  Liz 
Arlin  answered  the  phone.  I asked  her  about  the  coin  and  she  said  they  still  had 
it,  and  proceeded  to  describe  it  to  me.  I immediately  told  her  I-would  take  it. 

I still  refused  to  believe  it  until  I could  have  it  in  my  possession.  Then  on  May  8, 
1991  I was  playing  in  a golf  tournament.  When  we  finished,  I called  home  to  see 
if  it  had  arrived,  and  it  was  there.  I didn't  even  stay  for  dinner.  I had  to  get  home 
and  see  that  coin.  And  I can  say  it  was  well  worth  the  wait.  I can  finally  say  I 
have  completed  my  Barber  Half  set  in  AU  or  better  with  only  a couple  of  high 
XF  coins  to  replace. 


RARITY  RATINGS 


CO^J^S 

The  circulated  Barber  half  survey  received  many  responses,  and  what 
may  be  no  surprise  to  some,  there  were  no  'T  ratings  in  Fine  through  AU. 

There  are  several  interesting  articles  in  this  Journal  dedicated  to  the 
scarcity  of  Barber  halves  in  higher  circulated  grades.  Our  readers  may  wish  to 
read  those  articles  and  then  come  back  to  this  rarity  survey. 

You  will  also  note  that  the  1892-0  "micro-o”  has  been  added.  It  seems 
appropriate  since  the  “micro-o"  dime  was  included  when  the  dime  survey  was 
done. 

As  with  the  initial  dime  and  quarter  surveys,  the  half  survey  results  are 
preliminary  - giving  our  readers  an  opportunity  to  write  in  with  any  information 
that  may  suggest  we  should  alter  a rating.  If  there  are  a number  of  responses  on 
the  same  date,  then  the  rating  will  be  changed. 

Final  results  will  be  published  in  the  next  Journal. 


Have  you  ordered  your  Barber  Coin  Collector's  Society 

Commemorative  medal  yet? 

See  page  8 of  this  lournal  for  details. 
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BARBER  COIN  COLLECTORS'  SOCIETY 
CIRCULATED  BARBER  HALF  RARITY  RATINGS 
PRELIMINARY  SURVEY  RESULTS 


Ratings  Definition  of  Rarity  Ratings 

R1  Common;  readily  available. 

R2  Less  Common;  available  at  most  shows,  but  in  limited  quantity. 

R3  Scarce;  somewhat  difficult  to  find,  only  a few  likely  to  be  found  at  larger  shows. 

R4  Very  Scarce;  may  or  may  not  find  any  at  large  shows.  On  most  collector's  want  lists. 

R5  Rare;  unlikely  more  than  5 may  appear  at  larger  shows  or  auctions  in  a year's  time. 
R6  Very  Rare;  almost  never  found.  One  may  not  appear  for  sale  in  a year's  time. 

R7  Prohibitively  Rare;  Only  one  may  appear  for  sale  every  few  years. 

R8  Unique;  or  almost  so. 


G/VG 

F/VF 

XF/AU 

GA/G 

F/VF 

XF/AU 

1892 

1 

2 

2 

1904 

1 

2 

2 

1 892-0 

2 

3 

3 

1 904-0 

2 

3 

4 

micro  0 

6 

7 

7 

1904-S 

2 

4 

5 

1892-S 

2 

3 

4 

1905 

2 

3 

3 

1893 

1 

2 

2 

1905-0 

3 

3 

4 

1 893-0 

2 

2 

3 

1905-S 

2 

2 

3 

1893-S 

2 

3 

4 

1906 

1 

2 

2 

1894 

3 

3 

3 

1906-D 

1 

2 

2 

1 894-0 

2 

3 

3 

1906-0 

1 

2 

2 

1894-S 

3 

3 

3 

1906-S 

2 

3 

3 

1895 

2 

3 

3 

1907 

1 

2 

2 

1 895-0 

2 

3 

3 

1907-D 

1 

2 

2 

1895-S 

2 

3 

3 

1 907-0 

1 

2 

2 

1896 

2 

2 

3 

1907-S 

3 

4 

5 

1896-0 

3 

4 

5 

1908 

2 

3 

4 

1896-S 

3 

4 

5 

1908-D 

1 

2 

2 

1897 

1 

2 

3 

1 908-0 

1 

2 

2 

1897-0 

3 

4 

6 

1908-S 

2 

3 

3 

1 897-S 

3 

5 

6 

1909 

1 

2 

3 

1898 

1 

2 

3 

1909-0 

2 

2 

4 

1 898-0 

3 

4 

5 

1909-S 

2 

2 

4 

1898-S 

2 

3 

3 

1910 

3 

3 

3 

1899 

1 

2 

2 

1910-S 

2 

2 

3 

1899-0 

2 

3 

3 

1911 

1 

2 

2 

1899-S 

2 

3 

3 

1911-D 

2 

2 

2 

1900 

1 

2 

2 

1911-S 

1 

2 

4 

1 900-0 

2 

3 

4 

1912 

1 

2 

2 

1900-S 

2 

3 

3 

1912-D 

1 

2 

2 

1901 

1 

2 

2 

1912-S 

1 

2 

4 

1901-0 

3 

3 

4 

1913 

3 

3 

4 

1901-S 

3 

4 

5 

1913-D 

2 

3 

3 

1902 

1 

2 

2 

1913-S 

2 

3 

4 

1 902-0 

2 

3 

3 

1914 

3 

3 

4 

1902-S 

2 

3 

4 

1914-S 

2 

2 

3 

1903 

2 

3 

3 

1915 

3 

4 

4 

1903-0 

2 

3 

3 

1915-D 

1 

2 

3 

1 903-S 

2 

3 

3 

1915-S 

1 

2 

3 

17 


Second  Edition 

The  Cherry  pickers’ 
Guide  To  Rare 
Die  Varieties 

By  Bili  Fivaz,  NLG  ).T.  Stanton,  NLG 

Authors  of  the  First  Edition 
which  sold  out  in  12  months 


THE  MUST  FOR  ALL  SERIOUS  AND  BEGINNING 
COLLECTORS  OF  RARE  DIE  VARIETIES 

• Foreword  by  Walter  Breen 

• Listing  over  290  rare  but  little  known  die  varieties 

• More  than  100  new  listings 

• Over  400  clear  & improved  photos 

• Pricing  and  interest  factor  information 

• Breen  cross-reference  numbers 

• Thumb  index  for  quick  reference 

• Names  and  addresses  of  specialty  clubs 

• Other  important  information,  for  dealers,  too! 

PROmS  FROM  THE  SALE  OF  BOOKS  WILL  SPONSOR  TWO  YNs 

TO  1992  A.N.A.  SUMMER  SEMINAR 

RETAIL  PRICE  STILL  $ 14.95  (Softbound) 

(For  a Much  Larger  Book) 

Spiral  bound:  $19.95  — Hardbound:  $29.95 

Add  $3  P&JI  for  1st  Class  Mall  or  $1  for  Book  Rate 

Send  Check  or  Money  Order  to: 

BILL  HVAZ,  P.O.  Box  888660,  Dunwoody,  GA  30338 
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B.C.C.S.  1895-0  DIME  SURVEY: 

CONDITION  CENSUS  RESULTS  AND  A POSSIBLE  HIGH-GRADE 

By J.  T.  Donohue 


Despite  the  continued  poor  performance  of  many  segments  of  the  coin 
market;  1895-0  dimes  grading  fine  or  better  have  posted  substantial  increases  in 
value.  Indeed;  such  coins  are  among  the  hottest  items  on  the  numismatic  market 
today.  SO;  it  is  only  natural  for  collectors  to  wonder  how  many  1895-0  dimes 
are  "out  there."  It  was  largely  for  this  reason;  of  course;  that  we  began  our 
population  survey  of  1895-0  dimes  back  in  our  Fall  '90  issue. 

The  survey  generated  only  34  responses  out  of  more  than  500  B.C.C.S. 
members.  Although  these  figures  compute  to  a response  rate  of  only  about  7 
percent;  I've  been  told  that  such  a response  rate  is  relatively  high  as  coin  surveys 
gO;  and  that  we  might  have  enough  responses  from  which  we  can  draw  some 
tentatively  valid  conclusions.  In  addition  to  my  own  1895-0  dime  and  two 
others  I was  able  to  examine;  the  survey  has  yielded  a total  of  52  coins  from  AG 
to  MS-63. 

From  my  last  article  which  appeared  in  the  Winter  '91  issue  of  the 
Journal,  you  will  recall  my  concern  that  under-reporting  of  lower  grade  (AG  and 
Good)  coins  might  skew  the  survey  results.  Given  the  fact  that  80  percent  of  all 
Barber  coins  grade  good  or  lesS;  and  that  only  about  30  percent  of  our  initial 
sample  fell  into  that  category;  I felt  that  many  B.C.C.S.  members  might  be 
"holding  back"  and  not  reporting  their  lower  grade  coins.  SO;  I appealed  for  more 
input  to  give  the  survey  a broader  statistical  base.  In  response;  fourteen 
additional  members  sent  in  their  survey  forms.  Although  this  number  was 
considerably  less  than  what  I had  hoped  fot;  it  increased  the  size  of  our  survey 
sample  by  70  percent.  Nonetheless;  out  of  this  enlarged  sample  of  52  coins,  only 
16  (still  about  30  percent)  graded  good  or  lower. 

Instead  of  again  chiding  members  in  a further  attempt  to  elicit  more 
survey  responses,  I decided  to  try  to  figure  where  else  all  of  those  hypothetical 
low  grade  1895-0  dimes  could  be.  The  first  clue  surfaced  when  I read  over  Pete 
Haishun's  analysis  of  the  rarity  ratings  for  circulated  Barber  Dimes  in  the  Spring 
1990  issue  of  our  Journal.  Pete  observed  that  lower  grade  (Good  to  VG,  but  we 
can  assume  AG  as  well)  1895-0  dimes  tend  to  linger  in  dealers'  showcases 
because  these  coins  are  by  far  the  most  expensive  item  for  people  who  are 
putting  together  a Barber  Dime  set  at  those  grade  levels.  Therefore,  he  reasons 
that  the  1895-0  is  usually  one  of  the  last  coins  purchased  by  collectors  working 
on  such  a set.  As  a result,  we  can  conclude  that  many  low  grade  1895-Os 
cunendy  reside  in  dealers'  inventories  all  over  the  country.  Although  two  or 
three  dealers  did  respond  to  our  survey,  the  vast  majority  of  our  responses  came 
from  collectors. 
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Another  likely  repository  for  many  low  grade  1895-Os  would  be  the 
collections  of  people  who  do  not  belong  to  B.C.C.S.  At  one  time  they  may  have 
put  together  a low  grade  Barber  Dime  set,  but  they  didn't  take  it  any  further. 
Such  individuals  may  now  have  focused  their  numismatic  interests  in  other 
directions  or  even  dropped  out  of  the  hobby  for  an  indefinite  period  of  time,  as  I 
did  for  14  years.  So,  it  looks  like  the  vast  majority  of  low  grade  1895-0  dimes 
are  at  present  beyond  the  reaches  of  our  survey. 

Having  explained  why  lower  grade  coins  are  under-represented  in  our 
sample  population,  it  becomes  a bit  more  clear  why  coins  grading  better  than 
Good  (36  pieces)  constitute  such  a large  portion  (70  percent)  of  our  sample! 
Because  so  many  B.C.C.S.  members  specialize  in  Barbers,  samples  from  their 
holdings  are  much  more  likely  to  contain  higher  grade  specimens  than  would 
random  samples  from  the  collections  or  inventories  of  non-B.C.C.S.  members. 
Consequently,  this  survey  is  a much  more  reliable  tool  for  assessing  the  relative 
scarcity  of  higher  grade  pieces. 

While  it  may  seem  that  I have  gone  to  unnecessary  lengths  to  explain  a 
statistical  discrepancy,  this  effort  was  required  to  enhance  the  credibility  of  our 
findings  with  respect  to  coins  grading  higher  than  good. 

Now  that  we  have  recognized  and  dealt  with  the  limitations  inherent  in 
the  survey,  we  can  go  ahead  and  use  the  survey  figures  to  get  a handle  on  the 
relative  scarcity  of  the  1895-0  dime  in  various  grades  above  good.  Keep  in  mind 
that  word  "relative"  here.  While  the  condition  census  chart  lists  only  one 
problem  free  XF-40  coin,  it  would  be  a bit  unrealistic  to  think  that  this  particular 
coin  is  the  only  problem  free  XF-40  1895-0  in  existence.  Instead,  one  would 
conclude  that  a problem  free  XF-40  is  about  three  times  scarcer  than  a problem 
free  Fine,  of  which  we  have  three  examples  in  our  survey. 

Keeping  all  of  this  in  mind,  let  us  first  consider  the  grade  Very  Good. 
The  B.C.C.S.  Rarity  Ratings  assess  the  scarcity  of  coins  at  three  different  levels: 
GA^G,  F/VF  and  XF/AU.  However,  when  discussing  the  relative  scarcity  of  the 
1895-0  dime  in  various  states  of  preservation,  it  is  more  useful  to  distinguish 
between  the  grades  of  Good  and  Very  Good  rather  than  lumping  them  together. 
However,  such  is  probably  not  the  case  for  most  Bather  Dimes.  A quick  look  at 
the  condition  census  chart  will  confirm  this  assertion.  Although  we  have  14 
goods,  there  are  only  five  VGs,  which  amount  to  only  about  one-third  of  the 
number  of  Goods. 

I feel  that  this  difference  is  statistically  significant:  When  it  comes  to 
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1895-0  dimes,  even  a VG  is  tough.  My  thinking  is  further  supported  by  a real 
life  market  observation:  One  dealer  I know  does  not  usually  go  out  of  his  way  to 
stock  Barber  coins.  However,  if  he  sees  a problem  free  1895-0  dime  in  VG  or 
better,  he  will  buy  it.  Right  now,  GDN  bid  for  a VG  is  $150,  only  50  percent 
over  that  for  a Good.  GDN  bid  for  a Fine  has  now  jumped  to  $310.  If  prices  for 
Fine  or  better  pieces  continue  to  climb,  the  bid  for  a VG  will  go  to  $200. 


1895-0  Dime  Condition  Census  Table 


vg-iq 

Fine 

■VEiZfl 

VF-25 

VF-3Q 

VF-35 

3 (2) 

1 (1) 

3 [1] 

0 (2)  [2] 

0 (1) 

1 [2] 

1 

XF-4Q 

XF-45 

AU-50 

AU-55 

MS-60 

MS-63 

1 [1] 

2 (2) 

2 (1)  11] 

2 (1) 

1 

2 

Note: 

1.  Since  we  already  know  that  the  vast  majority  of  1895-0  dimes  grade  less 
than  VG,  such  coins  will  not  be  listed  in  this  table.  However,  all  survey  forms 
reporting  1895-0  dimes  in  all  grades  will  be  used  to  compile  data  for  future 
articles  and  will  be  retained  as  part  of  the  Society's  archives. 

2.  Members  will  recall  that  in  addition  to  listing  the  technical  grade  of  each 
coin,  respondents  were  asked  to  mention  any  problems  (e.g.,  scratches, 
porosity,  cleaning,  etc.)  that  their  coins  might  have.  Under  the  heading  for 
each  grade  you  will  find  the  number  of  problem  free  examples  for  that  grade. 
Numbers  in  parentheses  ( ) denote  an  additional  number  of  coins  with  minor 
problems.  Quantities  of  coins  with  major  problems  (i.e.  those  with  problems 
that  seem  severe  enough  to  lower  a coin's  value  by  at  least  a full  grade  level 
are  enclosed  by  brackets  [ ].  Such  coins  have  not  been  down  graded  to  the 
next  grade  level  and  have  been  kept  in  the  original  grade  category  assigned 
by  the  respondent. 

3.  Since  five  of  the  coins  shown  in  the  table  (a  VG,  a Fine,  an  XF-45,  an  AU- 
55  and  an  MS-60)  have  been  sold  from  dealers'  inventories,  there's  a slight 
possibility  that  one  or  more  of  these  coins  may  have  been  reported  twice; 
once  by  the  dealer  w'ho  sold  it  and  then  again  by  the  present  owner. 
However,  since  there  is  no  sure  way  to  determine  if  this  has  happened  and 
given  the  small  numbers  we  have  to  work  with,  I decided  to  treat  each 
reported  coin  as  a separate  entity. 

A few  observations  about  the  above  figures  are  in  order:  Out  of  36 
pieces  grading  VG  or  better,  only  19  (just  over  half  of  them)  are  problem  free. 
Secondly,  if  we  combine  the  multiple  subdivisions  for  grades  VG  and  VF  (the 
grades  VF-25,  VF-30  and  VF-35  were  not  assigned  by  me  but  by  the  respondents) 
XF-40  is  the  scarcest  grade  for  1895-0  dimes  with  only  one  problem  free 
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specimen  reported  at  that  level.  This  is  pretty  much  according  to  "textbook" 
expectations.  Early  Barber  Dimes  are  scarcest  in  grade  XF,  not  AU  or 
Uncirculated. 

Speaking  of  uncirculated  coins,  I thought  it  might  be  useful  to  compare 
our  findings  with  the  combined  PCGS  and  NGC  population  reports  as  shown  on 
page  35  in  the  last  issue  of  our  Journal.  At  the  end  of  1990,  the  two  leading 
grading  services  had  slabbed  just  18  uncirculated  1895-Os.  Included  in  this  total 
are  an  MS-60,  formerly  owned  by  B.G.G.S.  member  John  Wills,  an  attractive 
MS-63  pictured  here  which  is  presendy  owned  by  B.G.G.S.  member  William 
Koster. 


1895-0  Dime  obverse  & reverse.  Near  5,  Standard  mint  mark. 

One  might  be  strongly  tempted  to  compare  the  number  of  slabbed 
uncirculated  examples  (18)  with  the  number  of  VG  to  AU  coins  in  our  sample 
(33)  and  construct  some  sort  of  statistical  correlation  or  ratio  to  anive  with 
complete  certitude  at  a figure  for  the  total  number  of  VG  to  AU  1895-0  dimes  in 
existence.  However,  reliance  on  "pop  reports"  leaves  one  vulnerable  to  dual 
pitfall:  On  one  hand,  not  everyone  who  has  an  uncirculated  1895-0  is  going  to 
submit  it  to  a grading  service.  A substantial  number  of  collectors  hate  slabs.  So, 
there  are  probably  still  some  uncirculated  1895-0  dimes  that  have  not  been 
recorded  in  the  pop  reports.  In  fact,  not  too  long  ago,  it  was  my  pleasure  to 
behold  an  1895-0  which  was  part  of  a nearly  complete  Gem  Uncirculated  set  of 
Barber  Dimes  put  together  by  an  old  time  collector. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  practice  of  re-submitting  the  same  coin  in  hope 
of  getting  a higher  grade  can  artificially  inflate  pop  reports.  For  example,  the 
population  report  in  our  last  issue  of  the  Journal  counts  just  one  MS-66  1895-0 
dime,  while  it  lists  five  MS-65s.  How  many  of  these  MS-65s  were  crackouts  of 
the  same  coin  which  was  re-submitted  until  it  was  certified  as  a MS-66^  All 
five<-  None*?-...  or  somewhere  in  between.  As  you  can  see,  a population  report  is 
a two  edged  sword  - it  can  cut  both  ways. 

I suppose,  however,  that  you  could  argue  that  the  distortions  caused  by 
re-submissions  and  non-submissions  would  effectively  cancel  each  other  out.  If 
there  are  only  18  recorded  uncirculated  examples  (more  or  less)  of  the  1895-0 
dime,  then  how  many  coins  in  the  intermediate  grades  of  VG  to  AU  (which  are 
probably  even  scarcer)  could  have  survived*?-  At  the  moment,  the  best  answer  I 
can  give  is  33,  which  is  the  collective  answer  received  from  our  members. 
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So  much  for  the  survival  statistics  for  the  1895-0  dime  in  various 
grades.  What  else  can  we  learn  from  the  survey^  All  but  one  our  our  34 
respondents  have  1895-0  dimes  that  carry  the  standard  mintmark,  which  I had 
incorrecdy  illustrated  in  my  last  article  as  having  a thicker  top  and  a thinner 
bottom.  Somehow,  I got  the  illustration  reversed.  The  standard  mintmark  has  a 
thicker  bottom  and  a thinner  top.  I want  to  thank  B.C.C.S.  members  Joe  Haney 
and  Phil  Carrigan  for  calling  my  attention  to  that  mistake. 

As  I stated  before,  one  respondent  may  have  a specimen  with  the  hair 
thin  mintmark.  I can't  tell  for  sure  because  tlie  survey  form  has  been  filled  out  in 
a contradictory  manner.  That's  okay  though;  we  all  make  mistakes,  as  I have 
just  demonstrated  in  the  previous  paragraph.  The  coin  in  question  is  an  XF 
specimen  recently  certified  by  ANACS.  I would  appreciate  it  if  the  owner  would 
write  me  at  the  address  listed  below  so  we  can  clarify  the  situation.  It  would 
probably  help  if  he  would  compare  the  mintmark  on  that  coin  to  the  one  on  the 
other  coin  (a  Good)  he  owns.  Whether  or  not  the  ANACS  certified  XF-40  carries 
the  hair  thin  mintmark,  we  are  fairly  safe  in  concluding  that  this  particular 
variety  is  very  scarce  or  even  rare. 

In  our  next  article  on  the  1895-0  dime,  we  will  look  at  the  relative 
scarcity  of  the  three  different  obverse  die  varieties  of  the  1895-0  dime:  Five 
touching  the  bust,  near  five  and  far  five.  In  addition  to  variations  in  date 
position,  we  will  also  explore  variations  in  the  actual  logotype  (date  numerals) 
itself.  B.C.C.S.  member  Paul  Reuter  has  a 1895-0  dime  on  which  the  bottom 
part  of  the  9 is  completely  closed  making  it  look  almost  like  an  8.  Paul  also 
reports  that  all  other  examples  he  has  seen  do  not  have  this  peculiarity.  Perhaps 
some  members  would  like  to  send  me  close  up  photos  of  their  coins  so  we  can 
make  some  observations  and  comparisons  for  next  time. 

In  closing,  I want  to  thank  all  those  who  have  participated  in  the  1895- 
O dime  survey,  especially  those  who  have  offered  me  words  of  encouragement 
and  appreciation.  Finally,  if  you  own  a 1895-0  dime  and  you  haven't  submitted 
your  survey  form,  please  fill  it  out  and  send  it  to  me  at: 

1438  Noah  Road,  North  Brunswick,  New  Jersey  08902 


BARBERS  FOR  SALE 

BARBER  HALVES 

NEED  IN  VFOR  BETTER 

SALE  OR  TRADE: 

1892-0 

AU50 

....$  400. 

QTRS 

HALVES 

1892-S 

VG-8 

100. 

1893-S 

1896 

QUARTERS 

1892-S 

AU-50... 

450. 

1897-S 

1899-0 

1892-S 

VG-9 

..$  16. 

1893-S 

VG-9 

60. 

1899-S 

1900-0 

1896-S 

VF-30 

...800. 

1894-S 

VF20 

65. 

1908-S 

1901-0 

1900-S 

VF-25 

30. 

1896-0 

VF-25.... 

145. 

1909-D 

1902-0 

1901-S 

VG-8 

1,400. 

1896-S 

G-7 

40. 

1912-S 

VG-1 1 

6. 

1896-S 

VF-25.... 

175. 

1913-S 

VG-10 

...450. 

1897-0 

VG-8 

50. 

Lewis  Sprague 

1897-S 

VG-10... 

95. 

P.O. 

Box  18401 

1897-S 

F-18 

160. 

irvine,  CA  92713 
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COMMENTS  & CONTROVERSY 


by  H.G.  Tom  Crogan 

I gotta  problem  that  I wanna  splain  to  you  Feepils  and  see  wat  you  think. 

This  fella  walk  in  my  shop  dress  like  a Crismus  Tree.  A six  gallon  hat  and 
horsehide  boots,  sing~n  and  wisselin  “Save  and  a Fiair  Cut  Two  Bits”. 

Then  he  said  like  I was  his  boy,  “Gimme  a good  shave,  son”. 

Well  I put  on  the  hot  towels  an  lotta  lather  to  get  rid  of  as  much  fuzz  as  you'd 
generally  find  on  a peach,  and  strapped  my  razor  to  a fine  edge. 

All  finished  and  smellin  like  a rose,  he  admired  hisself  in  tha  mirror  and 
proceeded  to  han  me  a small  coin.  “Thats  a Barbers  Dime,  Son”  he  said.  Now  I 
know  he  is  the  closest  in  town. 

I looked  at  it  and  turned  it  over  showing  him  there  twarnt  nuthin  but  a wreath 
of  leaves  and  grain  with  an  ear  of  corn  tied  at  bottom  with  a bow,  right  there  on 
the  back. 

“Reverse”,  he  said. 

I tole  him  twernt  no  such  a thing.  It  wassunt  nuthin  but  a dried  up  Oak  leaf.  An 
ear  corn  with  husk  and  silk  pulled  back  showin  where  a Ear  Worm  had  eatin 
half  the  goodies. 

“Kernel”,  he  said. 

I tole  him  to  stop  inneruptin  as  my  name  was  Tony  and  I didn't  evin  like  Oats. 
Always  have  Corn  Flakes.  The  flour,  as  pleniful  as  it  is  still  costs  a dollar  a loaf 
and  we  have  pancakes  most  of  time  but  you  would  never  get  any  surup  from 
that  kind  of  maple.  It  wouldda  done  better  if  they  had  used  pine,  cones  and 
misseltow. 

Even  tho  it  said  ONE  DIME  right  there  in  the  middle  I was  smart  enuf  to  see  the 
little  ZERO  right  there  at  the  bottom  so  its  probably  not  worth  anything.I  turned 
it  over  to  look  at  the  front. 

“Obverse”,  he  said.  . 

I tole  him  of  course  I was  goin  to  observe  but  there  ain't  nuthin  much  to  see 
outside  of  a woman  with  scraggly  hair.  It  would  have  been  worse  but  she  had  a 
band  holdin  it  back,  with  some  spellin  on  it.  Probably  the  name  of  a Bank  or 
Savins  an  Lone. 

Fie  tole  me  to  look  at  the  date,  1908,  and  said  is  was  a valuable  EXTRA  FINE.  It 
jest  looks  like  a little  hunk  of  silver  and  thats  what  got  that  Fiunt  Feller  in  trouble 
and  that  ain't  even  GOOD. 

As  fer  the  date,  if  he  has  bin  tryin  to  peddle  this  off  for  a cheap  shave  since  then, 
I believe  that  I gotta  problem. 

WATTA  YOU  TFTNK. 
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BARBER  QUARTERS  AND  HALVES  - 
THED 

by  Peter  B.  Haishun 


Many  of  us  who  collect  Barber  quarters  as  well  as  Barber  halves  have 
probably  assumed  that,  with  the  exception  of  their  sizes  and  stated 
denominations,  the  two  coin  designs  are  identical  (I  sure  am  guilty  of  making 
that  assumption).  Yet,  the  more  I looked  at  the  Barber  quarters  and  halves  in  my 
collection,  the  more  intrigued  I became  with  trying  to  solve  the  mystery  (to  me, 
at  least)  of  whether  there  really  are  differences  in  the  two  designs.  As  it  turned 
out,  a side-by-side  comparison  of  the  coins,  assisted  by  a pocket  magnifier, 
revealed  not  one  but  many  differences,  which  I would  like  to  share  in  this 
article. 

In  the  following  paragraphs,  I will  compare  design  differences 
(variations)  between  a “generic”  Barber  quarter  and  a “generic”  Barber  half  dollar. 
Variations  between  coins  of  the  same  denomination  (such  as  between  the  1892 
Type  I and  Type  II  quarters,  or  between  the  hub  modifications  of  the  1901,  1908 
and  1912  halves)  will  be  excluded.  I will  present  the  variations  individually,  and 
follow  them  with  discussion  comments  and  observation. 


I.  OBVERSE  VARIATIONS 

A.  Rims 

Variation  1(a):  The  obverse  rim  of  the  quarter  is  disproportionately  wider  than 
the  obverse  rim  of  the  half  dollar. 

Discussion:  Despite  the  obvious  difference  in  the  coins'  diameters  (24.3 
millimeters  for  the  quarter  versus  30.6  millimeters  for  the  half),  their  rims  have 
virtually  the  same  width,  about  1.6  millimeters  including  dentils.  Both  ends  of 
the  rim,  then,  use  up  about  3 millimeters  of  each  diameter,  which  represents 
12.3X  of  the  quarter's  diameter  compared  to  9.8X  of  the  half's  diameter. 

Although  the  rims  have  virtually  the  same  “real”  width,  they  are 
disproportionate  by  virtue  of  the  percentages  computed  above.  If  the 
percentages  were  equal,  the  “real”  widths  would  have  been  different,  but  they 
would  have  been  “proportionate”  to  each  other.  As  it  happens,  by  having  the 
same  “real”  width  as  the  half,  the  quarter's  rim  is  disproportionately  wider  than 
the  halFs  rim,  and  this  results  in  a disproportionately  smaller  surface  area 
available  on  the  quarter  for  its  other  features.  Not  only  are  most  of  the  quarters' 
features  smaller  in  real  terms  than  their  counterparts  on  the  half,  they  are  smaller 
again  due  to  the  disproportionality  just  described.  The  same  situation  holds  true 
for  the  reverse  rims,  and  is  listed  as  Variation  1(b)  in  Section  II  (Reverse 
Variations),  to  be  published  in  a future  BCCS  Journal. 

(Note:  The  rims'  influence  on  the  coin  surface  areas  represents,  in  my  opinion. 
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the  primary  cause  of  most  of  the  variations  between  the  Barber  quarter  and  the 
Barber  half  dollar.  Because  of  the  greater  limitations  imposed  by  the  quarter's 
rim  on  its  surface  area,  and  the  resulting  (sometimes  irregular)  effects  of  these 
limitations  on  the  quarter's  other  features,  I chose  to  speak  of  the  variations  in 
terms  of  the  quarter  being  at  variance  with  the  half  dollar,  rather  than  vice  versa. 
I believe  that  the  overall  design  of  the  Barber  quarter  suffers  from  this 
disproportionality.) 


B.  Stars  and  Dates 

Variation  2:  The  quarter's  stars  and  date  are  virtually  the  same  width  and  height, 
respectively,  as  the  width  of  its  rim,  while  the  half  dollar's  stars  and  date  are 
wider  and  "taller",  respectively,  than  the  width  of  its  rim. 

Discussion:  The  disproportionality  of  the  rims,  discussed  under  Variation  1(a), 
can  be  observed  when  the  rims  are  compared  to  the  stars  and  dates  of  each  coin. 
The  width  of  the  quarter's  stars,  measured  from  point  to  point,  is  approximately 
the  same  as  its  rim,  1.6  millimeters.  The  height  of  the  quarter's  date  is  also  about 
1.5  millimeters.  (I  noted  some  minor  height  differences  in  the  numerals  from 
date  to  date;  furthermore,  the  rims  below  the  dates  were  not  always  of  uniform 
width.  However,  I believe  that  this  relationship  between  the  quarter's  date,  stars 
and  rim  generally  holds.) 

In  contrast,  the  half's  stars,  measuring  over  2 millimeters  from  point  to 
point,  are  clearly  wider  than  its  rim.  The  height  of  the  half's  date  is  similarly 
about  2 millimeters  and  "taller”  than  its  rim.  Therefore,  while  the  stars  and  dates 
are  proportionate  in  size  between  the  quarter  and  half,  they  clearly  illustrate  the 
disproportionate-  nature  of  the  rims. 


C.  Mottos 

Variation  3:  The  quarter's  motto  "IN  GOD  WE  TRUST”  is  disproportionately 
smaller  than  the  half  dollar's  motto. 

Discussion:  On  the  half,  if  we  drew  vertical  lines  through  the  top  and  bottom 
points  of  the  six-point  stars  nearest  the  letters,  and  used  a little  imagination,  we 
would  see  that  these  lines  just  about  intersect  the  very  edges  of  the  serifs  of  the  I 
in  "IN”  and  the  second  T in  "TRUST”.  However,  if  we  repeated  this  procedure 
on  the  quarter's  stars,  we  would  miss  the  letters  by  a significant  margin.  We  can 
therefore  conclude  that  tfie  limited  space  between  the  quarter's  rim  and 
Liberty's  portrait  forces  the  quarter's  motto  to  be  disproportionately  small.  The 
relatively  greater  amount  of  space  afforded  the  half  by  its  comparatively 
"thinner”  rim  allows  its  motto  to  be  larger  and  more  expansive  than  that  of  the 
quarter. 

Variation  4:  On  the  quarter,  the  topmost  two  leaves  of  Liberty's  wreath  create 
an  abnormally  wide  space  between  “WE”  and  “TRUST”,  compared  to  the  spaces 
between  the  other  words  in  its  motto,  while  on  the  half  dollar,  the  spaces 
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between  the  words  in  its  motto  are  more  uniform. 

Discussion:  This  variation  is  a direct  result  of  the  disproportionate  mottos 
discussed  under  Variation  3 (which  in  turn  is  caused  by  the  disproportionate 
rims  discussed  under  Variation  1(a)!).  In  addition,  as  is  discussed  under  Variation 
6,  Liberty's  portraits  on  both  coins  are  nearly  (but  not  exactly)  proportionate  in 
size  to  each  other.  Therefore,  nearly-proportionate  portraits  having  nearly- 
proportionate  leaves  affect  the  quarter's  disproportionately  small  motto  by 
creating  the  abnormally  wide  space  between  “WE”  and  “TRUST”. 


D.  Positions  of  Leaves  in  Wreath 

Variation  5:  On  the  quarter,  the  first  two  leaves  above  Liberty's  headband  touch 
both  stems  of  the  R in  “TRUST”,  whereas,  on  the  half  dollar,  the  same  two 
leaves  touch  only  the  left  stem  of  the  R. 

Discussion:  Had  both  mottos  been  in  proportion,  we  could  easily  imagine  the 
quarter's  letters  being  more  spread  apart,  to  the  point  where  the  first  two  leaves 
would,  as  on  the  half,  touch  only  the  left  stem  of  the  R in  “TRUST”. 


E.  Liberty's  Portraits 

Variation  6:  Liberty's  portrait  on  the  quarter  is  disproportionately  smaller  than 
her  portrait  on  the  half  dollar. 

Discussion:  In  order  to  measure  the  proportionality  of  Liberty's  portraits,  I 
calculated  the  approximate  surface  areas  and  circumferences  of  each  head 
(excluding  the  neck)  and  compared  the  percentages  which  each  of  these 
measurements  bears  to  the  respective  measurements  for  the  overall  coin 
obverses.  The  percentages  proved  to  be  nearly  identical,  but  slighdy  in  favor  of 
the  half,  in  terms  of  relative  portrait  size. 

For  my  calculations,  I measured  two  extreme  “diameters”  of  Liberty's 
head.  One  “diameter”  extended  from  the  high  point  of  Liberty's  cap  (under  the 
G in  “GOD”)  to  Liberty's  chin,  and  the  other  “diameter”  extended  from  Liberty's 
hair  (between  the  U and  S in  “TRUST”)  along  the  wreath  to  the  back  of  her 
head.  Both  “diameters”  were  approximately  the  same  for  each  coin  - 15 
millimeters  for  the  quarter  and  19  millimeters  for  the  half.  I then  compared  the 
resulting  surface  areas  and  circumferences,  by  percentage,  to  those  for  the 
overall  coin  obverses,  as  follows: 


See  accompanying  diagram  on  page  29. 
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Quarter 

Half 

Diameter  (mm.)  - Overall 

24.3 

30.6 

Head 

15.0 

19.0 

Percent 

61.7% 

62.1% 

Surface  Area  (sq.  mm.)  * - Overall 

463.8 

735.4 

Head 

176.7 

283.5 

Percent 

38.1% 

38.6% 

Circumference  (mm.)  **  - Overall 

76.3 

96.1 

Head 

47.1 

59.7 

Percent 

61 .7% 

62.1% 

* 3.14159  (pi)  times  radius  (half  of  diameter)  squared. 
**  3.14159  (pi)  times  diameter. 


The  percentages  show  that,  by  only  the  slightest  of  margins,  Liberty's  portrait 
on  the  quarter  is  disproportionately  smaller  than  that  on  the  half.  Equality  in  the 
percentages  would  have  proven  proportionality  in  the  portraits  (we  can  assume 
the  above  percentages  apply  to  Liberty's  neck  as  well  as  to  Liberty's  head!). 
Although  the  above  calculations  were  made  using  rather  imprecise 
measurements,  I believe  that  the  same  relationships  between  the  quarter's 
portrait  and  the  half's  portrait  would  apply  no  matter  the  degree  of  precision 
used  in  the  measurements. 


Summaiy  - The  variations  between  the  Barber  quarter  and  Barber  half  dollar 
obverses  are  a cause-and-effect  story  of  (dis)proportion.  We  have  seen  how  the 
coins'  disproportionate  rims  affect  the  available  surface  areas  and,  consequendy, 
the  sizes  and  positions  of  some  of  the  significant  obverse  features.  In  my 
opinion,  had  the  rims  been  of  proportionate  width,  we  would  have  been  unable 
to  disdnguish  a Barber  quarter  from  a Barber  half  dollar  by  viewing  only  the 
obverses.  As  it  turned  out,  the  disproportionality  of  the  rims  allows  us  to 
distinguish  the  obverses  in  several  ways.  In  Part  2 of  this  article,  I will  compare 
differences  in  the  coins'  reverses.  ♦!< 


Collector’s  Coins.  Indian  cents  - and  - BARBER  Dimes, 
Quarters,  & Halves,  available  at  Grey  sheet  ASK.  Send  Want  List. 
Large  SASE  is  required.  H.G.  Tom  Grogan,  R5,  B214,  Gonzales, 
TX  78629. 
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A “Generic”  Barber  Quarter  A “Generic”  Barber  Half 


col^ctor;^ 

By  Leonard  Ariagno 


I collect  Barber  half  dollars  simply  because  I like  them;  and  I like  them 
in  original,  problem  free  condition.  My  early  interest  in  the  Barber  half  dollars 
led  me  to  focus  on  the  lower  mintage  issues.  Such  pursuits  prompted  me  to 
attempt  to  quantify  these  pieces,  and  ultimately  group  the  dates/mints  into 
rarity  categories. 

I had  read  and  heard  people's  comments  that  their  barber  coinage 
collecting  pursuits  were  slanted  more  towards  dimes  and  quarters  because  they 
judged  the  half  dollars  too  easy  to  acquire.  I'll  partially  agree  relative  to  lower 
grades.  However,  once  you  venture  above  VG  in  grade  the  field  narrows 
considerably. 

I continually  asked  myself  if  one  did  not  feel  challenged  based  on  the 
relative  ease  with  which  one  could  build  a set,  then  how  come  desirable  pieces 
in  truly  original  condition  (i.e.  primarily  unabused  surfaces  and  absence  of 
detracting  marks)  were  so  darned  difficult  to  locate. 

I had  also  read  isolated  feature  stories  in  support  of  this,  yet  further  read 
and  learned  through  talks  with  barber  specialists  that  many  pieces  were  truly 
elusive  if  original  surface  criteria  were  applied.  This  confirmed  earlier 
perceptions. 

Other  B.C.C.S.  members  may  be  interested  to  learn  that  prior  hobby 
endeavors  taught  me  what  I considered  to  be  valuable  lessons  in  judging  not 
only  one's  grading  abilities  (still  biased  to  subjectivity),  but  also  to  ponder  the 
definition  of  just  what  is  regarded  as  a "good"  date,  "better"  date,  "scarce"  date, 
and  "rare"  date.  To  further  stir  the  pot  I could  use  yet  another  rarity  adjective, 
and  try  to  define  what  a "tough"  date  is.  The  1897-0  half  dollar,  for  example,  is 
certainly  all  of  the  above! 

Acknowledging  that  current  standards  exist  for  quantifying  relative 
rarity;  i.e..  Early  American  Coppers  and  Walter  Breen,  the  above  four  references 
to  good,  better,  scarce,  and  rare  dates  imply  different  things  to  different  people 
within  our  hobby. 

For  sake  of  brevity,  an  initial  study  of  the  73  dates/mints  in  the  half 
dollar  series  was  evaluated,  and  "culled"  to  what  I regarded  as  my  "baseline  46." 
On  the  basis  of  the  data  I have  logged  to  date,  I am  now  considering  paring  back 
my  original  list. 

Combining  weekly  and  monthly  reviews  of  hobby  periodicals  along 
with  private  dealer  mailings  and  a somewhat  admittedly  cursory  review  of 
auction  material,  I attempted  to  lend  "statistical  validation"  to  my  soon  to  be 
rankings.  The  above  was  also  supplemented  by  (whenever  possible)  Saturday 
visits  to  dealer  shops  as  well  as  smaller  regional  weekend  shows.  (Current 
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ability  to  attend  weekend  shows  has  been  significandy  reduced). 

My  focus  was  on  the  F-VF-XF-AU  grade  ranges.  While  I personally  held 
original,  problem  free  surfaces  better  dates/mints  in  grade  VG,  I believe  the 
above  4 grades  (and  intermediates)  to  be  personally  the  most  appealing.  My 
personal  preference  is  XF,  but  to  date  I have  had  to  be  sadshed  with  VF  in  some 
instances.  Sometimes  I acquire  a piece  in  F if  it  meets  my  criteria  of  originality, 
with  the  intent  of  future  upgrading. 

I initially  began  logging  the  number  of  appearances  for  each  of  my 
preferred,  favored  dates. 

Soon  after  starting,  I realized  the  need  to  "sanitize"  the  data  and  not 
artificially  raise  the  quantities  of  some  of  the  "lesser"  yet  better  date/mint  issues 
from  repeated  dealer  ads  running  in  like-kind,  or  successive  publications,  i.e., 
same  offering  carried  in  parallel  by  two  publications  or  the  same  offering 
repeated  on  a cyclic  basis. 

Thus,  I started  saving  repeat  ads,  plus  cross-referencing  ads  to  ensure 
with  reasonable  accuracy  that  pieces  weren't  being  counted  twice,  or  more. 

My  personal  belief  is  that  while  acknowledging  that  certain  dates/mints 
may  be  regarded  as  being  generally  common,  interesting  paradoxes  can  exist 
such  as  in  contrasting  a higher  mintage  issue  with  a low  "appearance"  factor  in 
(supposedly)  strictly  original  condition. 

Steve  Epstein  challenged  all  with  the  '94-P  (1,148,972)  half  dollar  in 
BCCS  Journal  Summer  '89  Vol  1-2.  Why  is  this  piece  so  elusive  in  grade  F and 
V¥<r  My  survey  numbers  support  tliis.  It  seems  that  the  piece  is  much  more 
available  in  XT  and  AU. 

The  majority  of  my  survey  data  is  admittedly  compiled  from  "paper 
listings"  and  a small  segment  from  visual,  sight-seen  offerings  at  small  local  and 
area  shows,  plus  dealers  stock.  I'd  say  that  the  split  is  75  to  25  percent 
respectively.  Also,  I'd  estimate  that  25  percent  of  the  pieces  I've  personally 
viewed  do  not  appear  to  be  accurately  offered  as  original  surfaces,  unaltered, 
void  of  some  abuse,  pieces.  Such  pieces  are  not  logged. 

If  ads  make  reference  to  a "cleaned"  or  problem  piece  I have  also  chosen 
not  to  include  it  in  my  data.  The  point  here  is  that  efforts  have  been  made  (to 
the  extent  possible)  to  render  the  data  as  accurate  as  possible. 

I do,  however,  feel  that  my  data  is  representative  of  what  multiples  of 
dates/mints  are  at  least  offered  for  sale,  and  are  thus  very  much  representative  of 
rarity  by  proxy.  In  other  words,  determination  of  rarity  by  ratios  based  on 
frequency  of  appearance. 

For  instance,  a date  not  recognized  as  being  in  the  top  echelon  of  rarity, 
the  1905-0  (505,000)  appears  significantly  less  often  than  the  more  glamorous 
'14-P  (124,610).  I find  the  '05-0  to  be  very  scarce. 

Also,  the  1913-P  (188,627),  and  1915-P  (138,450)  are  a respected  pair, 
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but  the  1914-P  is  the  recipient  of  much  more  acclaim,  yet  both  the  1913-P  and 
1915-P  appear  less  often  in  my  data... interesting. 

Again,  remember  I am  only  commenting  on  cumulative  F-VF-XF-AU 
grade  range  observations. 

Involving  two  of  the  so-called  "rare"  dates,  one  observation  involves  the 
1897-0  (632,  000)  and  1897-S  (933,  900),  neither  of  which  I have  seen  offered  for 
sale  in  AU.  I have  seen  listings  for  these  two  luminaries  in  XF.  Are  they  to  be 
believed*?- 

On  the  basis  of  discussions  with  hobbyists  of  greater  knowledge  than  I 
as  regards  these  two  pieces,  one  such  individual  stated  he  would  gladly  purchase 
any  1897-S  offered  in  true  XF  since  he's  "yet  to  see  one." 

Continuing  with  the  issues  of  1897,  an  interesting  side  story  relates  to 
my  personal  search  for  a decent  1897-0  in  original  VF  to  XF. 

If  I took  the  cumulative  number  offered  in  F,  VF,  and  XF  at  face  value  I 
could  say,  "they  appear  to  be  available  with  reasonable  frequency,"  yet  I have 
been  inclined  to  eventually  pass  on  every  piece  offered  because  they  did  not 
meet  my  personal  criteria  for  surface  originality  and  overall  eye  appeal.  I firmly 
believe  that  even  a circulated  coin  can  exhibit  an  overall  pleasing  appearance, 
and  can  easily  be  segregated  from  other  "run-of-the-mill"  pieces. 

As  an  aside,  I have  been  told  that  I most  likely  will  have  to  be  less  strict 
if  I ever  want  to  own  a 1897-0  in  original  VF  to  XF. 

I will  not  attempt  to  offer  my  definition  of  "originality"  because  I feel 
Bruce  Longyear  (BCCS  Journal  Winter  '90  Vol  1-4)  has  epitomized  the  definition 
far  better  than  I can.  I agree  wholeheartedly  with  his  presentation. 

With  thoughts  turned  back  to  the  so-called  upper  echelon,  why  with 
two  pieces  of  reasonably  comparable  mintage,  as  is  the  case  with  the  1897-0 
and  1904-S  (533,  038),  does  one  (the  1897-0)  appear  offered  for  sale  in  the  F-VF- 
XF-AU  grade  range  so  much  more  than  the  1904-S<?-  My  data  suggests  a ratio  of 
5-i-:l  in  favor  of  the  1897-0.  . . yet  I experience  difficulty  in  locating  a piece  with 
true  original  surfaces;  unaltered.  Another  paradox. 

In  this  case,  the  cumulative  values  logged  for  the  1897-0  skew  its 
relative  rarity  on  the  basis  of  originality.  It  is  a "tough"  date  in  original  condition. 

This  obviously  supports  the  statement  made  to  me  about  lowering  my 
acceptance  criteria. 

Compare  the  1914-P  and  1915-P  again.  Two  pieces  of  comparable 
mintage  yet  I find  the  1914-P  offered  twice  as  frequently  as  the  1915-P.  Note,  I 
am  again  making  this  statement  only  on  the  basis  of  my  data  and  what  it 
reflects. 

Conventional  wisdom  seems  to  state  the  1914-P  as  the  most  desirable. 
Next,  factor  in  the  1913-P  and  you  have  another  2:1  appearance  ratio  (more 
available)  in  favor  of  the  1914-P.  Isn't  it  interesting*? 
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Consider  the  1892-0  (390,000),  another  low  mintage  piece;  by  my 
classification  a second  tier  piece  and  yet  it  is  offered  for  sale  more  often  than  its 
less  respected  parmer,  the  1892-P  (935,245).  What  does  this  mean^  Is  the  1892-P 
more  available  than  the  1892-0^  Current  pricing  structure  doesn't  reflect  this. 

Often  my  numbers  support  conventional  wisdom  as  in  the  case  of  the 
1904-S,  and  in  contrast,  point  out  infrequent  appearance,  desirable  dates/mints 
as  with  the  1905-0.  The  1897-0  warrants  continued  study. 

The  bottom  line<-  The  numbers  aren't  infallible.  However,  they  do 
reflect  an  approximate  three  year  study  of  what  I would  call  relative  rarity  by 
proxy. 

By  the  way,  below  you  will  see  the  "Top  10"  (lowest  cumulative 
numbers  by  appearance). 

If  an  interest  exists  by  other  Barber  half  dollar  collectors  I would  be 
pleased  to  expand/  update  this  presentation  for  relative  rarity  analysis  by  grade 
versus  the  current  cumulative  results  in  a future  B.C.C.S.  Journal.  The  current 
cumulative  results  could  also  be  updated. 

Barber  Half  Rarity  Ranking  in  Cumulative  Grades  of  Fine-AU  With 
Original,  Problem-Free  Surfaces 


Date 

Mintage 

1. 

1 904-S 

(553,038) 

2. 

1 905-0 

(505,000) 

3. 

1893-S 

(740,000) 

4. 

1915-P 

(138,450) 

5. 

1907-S 

(1,250,000) 

6. 

1899-0 

(1,724,000) 

7. 

1901-0 

(1,124,000) 

8. 

1901-S 

(847,044) 

9. 

1913-P 

(188,627) 

10. 

1910-P 

(418,551) 

PRICE  PERFORMANCE  OF  SELECTED 

By  Phil  Carrigan 


This  article  focuses  on  the  Barber  quarter  and  follows  a similar  survey 
on  Barber  dimes  which  appeared  in  the  Summer  1990  issue  of  the  Journal  of  the 
BCCS  (Vol  II,  #2).  While  the  present  survey  closely  mirrors  the  previous  one,  a 
few  important  or  subtle  changes  were  made:  the  “current"  Greysheet  prices 
were  taken  from  the  Jan  1991  Monthly  Summary  (the  article  used  the  then 
current  Jan  1990  prices).  Additional  changes  were  the  use  of  some  added  criteria 
for  selection  of  candidates;  namely,  the  selection  of  R3  G/VG  dates  (1893-S, 


33 


1895-S,  and  1903-S).  Secondly,  the  selection  of  three  favorite  dates  by  dealer- 
specialist  Dave  Lawrence  (1900-0,  1905-0,  and  1907-S). 

The  dates  tracked  based  on  the  previously  established  inclusion  criteria 

were: 

R5  rating  or  higher  in  XF/AU  - 1896-0,  1896-S,  1897-0,  1897-S,  1898- 
O,  1901-0,  1901-S,  1908-S,  19i;-D,  191 1-S,  1913-S,  and  1914-S. 

Mintage  less  than  one  million  - 1892-S,  1899-S,  1909-0,  1912-S,  1913, 
and  1915-S. 

Thus  a total  of  24  dates  (plus  the  common  1897  to  1916  classification) 
are  considered  in  this  survey  (this  can  be  compared  to  the  17  dimes  previously 
monitored).  The  BCCS  member  rarity  survey  final  data  was  published  in  the 
FaU  1990  Journal  (BCCS  Vol  II,  #3). 

It  seems  useful  to  determine  the  overall  rarity  of  the  75  date/mintmark 
quarter  entities  for  the  three  grades  employed  in  the  survey.  The  mean 
(average)  rarity  rating  was  computed  from  the  survey  data  and  is  shown  below. 
Also  included  for  comparison  purposes  is  similar  data  from  the  dime  survey 
previously  compiled  and  reported  in  the  Journal  of  the  BCCS  Vol  II,  #1,  Spring 
1990. 


MEAN  RARITY  RATING* 


Grade 

Dimes  (N=75) 

Quarters  (N=75) 

G/VG 

1.71 

1.68 

F/VF 

2.19 

2.77 

XF/AU 

2.78 

3.09 

* Rating  scale  ranges  from  R1  to  R8. 


It  may  be  no  surprise  that  the  higher  grade  quarters  have  an  average 
rarity  greater  than  dimes.  Do  you  believe  however,  this  is  primarily  due  to  the 
three  keys  (i.e.,  1896-S,  1901-S,  and  1913-S)<^  Well,  these  three  dates  influence 
the  mean  values  only  slighdy  - if  they  were  eliminated  from  the  computation  of 
FAT  or  XF/AU  ratings  the  corresponding  means  would  be  2.66  and  2.95. 
Actually,  the  higher  mean  ratings  result  from  many  dates  in  these  higher  grades 
being  judged  as  not  common,  or  readily  available  (the  definition  of  Rl).  Only  12 
quarters  were  rated  by  BCCS  survey  respondents  as  Rl  in  the  grade  of  XF/AU 
versus  the  25  dimes  (one-third  of  total  dates)  so  rated. 

Before  examining  the  price  data  it  seems  useful  to  focus  the  readers' 
attention  on  January  1980  prices  compared  to  those  before  or  subsequent  to  this 
date.  This  apparent  "high  water  mark”  for  overall  prices  especially  UNC 
specimens  isn't  quite  this  simple.  The  coin  market  was  heated  up  in  1980  with 
prices  rising  rapidly.  By  1982  this  boom  like  any  in  other  disciplines  peaked  and 
fell.  The  fall,  while  due  to  the  heated  prices,  was  tied  to  buyers  becoming  very 
fussy  about  the  grading  of  mint  state  coins.  Therefore,  fewer  coins  continued  to 
be  considered  “choice  BU  or  “gem  BU”  and  more  precise  grading  standards  were 
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implemented.  By  1982  the  Greysheet  had  replaced  the  grades  UNC/MS60  and 
Ch.BU/MS65  with  simple  numerical  grades  of  MS60,  MS63,  and  MS65  and 
concurrendy,  the  prices  of  the  lower  tier  mint  state  coins  retreated  downward. 

In  the  face  of  this  drop  in  prices  of  mint  state  level  coins,  one  will  note  from  the 
price  tabulation  that  circulated  grades  for  the  greater  part  held  their  value  and 
continued  to  increase  in  price.  This  is  particularly  true  for  the  grades  of  VF  and 
AU. 

In  reviewing  the  price  performance  data  in  the  accompanying  tables 
many  readers  will  quickly  focus  on  the  values  recorded  for  the  big  three  dates  in 
Quarters  (i.e.,  1896-S,  1901-S,  and  1913-S).  These  low  (lowest)  mintage  dates  in 
the  series  are  also  the  most  pricey  as  well.  Note  that  these  dates  have  fared  very 
well  in  price  appreciation.  Of  the  three  dates,  the  1901-S  is  the  best  performer 
(percentage  or  dollars).  Unfortunately,  with  this  information  in  hand,  the  reader 
cannot  immediately  act  on  it  like  a stock  recommendation.  To  paraphrase  a 
remark  written  a few  times  by  Dave  Bowers,  no  one  can  call  a broker  and 
request  shipment  of  a dozen  1913-S  quarters  in  VF  grade.  Anyone  collecting  this 
series  knows  the  availability  of  these  dates  is  infrequent.  Properly  graded 
specimens  sell  rapidly  from  price  lists  or  encounter  spirited  bidding  at  auction. 
Actually  this  is  not  surprising,  in  the  grades  of  XF  and  AU  combined,  dealer- 
specialist  Dave  Lawrence  estimates  less  than  30  examples  of  the  1901-S  and  40 
or  fewer  examples  of  the  1913-S  exist! 

In  contrast  to  the  neat  performance  of  the  big  three  dates,  I was 
surprised  to  note  the  very  lackluster  performance  of  the  1897-S.  This  coin  is  an 
early,  low  mintage  date  (542,000  minted)  which  has  not  appreciated  over  the 
last  10-1-  years  (ignoring  the  complication  of  the  1980  UNC  grade).  This  coin 
appears  to  be  underpriced  today  relative  to  other  early  dates.  Was  this  S-mint 
date  possibly  hoarded  to  some  degree  following  the  very  low  mintage  of  the 
previous  year  at  the  same  mint<-  This  seems  highly  doubtful  on  either  historical 
or  contemporary  grounds.  Until  nearly  the  end  of  the  19th  Century,  collectors 
did  not  really  concern  themselves  about  mint  marks,  but  focused  rather  only  on 
obtaining  an  example  of  the  denomination  for  a given  year.  In  may  of  1893,  Mr. 
A.  G.  Fieaton  published,  “A  Treatise  on  the  Coinage  of  the  United  States  Branch 
Mints,”  which  slowly  focused  interest  on  what  is  now  an  obvious  date-mint 
orientation  in  collecting.  In  addition  to  this  historical  discounting  of  unusual 
attention  on  this  date,  BCCS  members  confirm  the  1897-S  is  essentially  as 
difficult  to  find  as,  for  example,  the  1897-0  with  its  higher  mintage  and  greater 
appreciation.  Certainly,  this  date  today  represents  something  of  a mystery  and 
possibly  an  opportunity.  Several  added  insights  into  rarity  and  appreciation 
were  discussed  in  a very  interesting  article  written  by  Peter  B.  Haishun  and 
published  in  the  Fall  1990  issue  of  the  Journal  (page  23). 

Except  for  this  perplexing  price  behavior  for  the  1897-S,  the  remaining 
dates  identified  in  our  survey  have  appreciated  from  levels  of  moderate  to 
WOW.  This  level  of  moderate  appreciation  (defined  here  as  price  growth  of 
100%  or  less)  is  generally  associated  with  coins  in  the  grades  of  either  VC  or 
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UNC.  (Recall  price  changes,  usually  gains,  has  been  computed  using  January 
1977  as  the  base  versus  January  1991  as  the  “present”).  It  should  be  mentioned 
that  post- 1990  dates  in  this  tabulation  in  the  grade  of  VG  frequendy  have 
remained  at  the  same  Greysheet  price  over  this  interval. 

The  real  price  appreciation  superstars  appear  to  be  coins  in  the  grades  of 
VF  and  AU.  This  may  not  be  logical  if  one  was  doing  this  for  Morgan  dollars, 
but  the  Barber  quarter  series  is  very  different.  It  has  not  been  heavily  promoted 
and  aggressively  marketed  to  non-numismatists.  Furthermore,  its  strong 
collector  base  provides  the  logical  tie  for  grades  such  as  VF  or  AU  - such  coins 
have  a general  pleasing  quality  without  the  problems/complexities  encountered 
buying  lower  or  higher  grades.  Several  early  New  Orleans  dates  show  standout 
performance  in  these  two  middle  grades  including  the  following: 

1896-0,  1897-0, 1898-0,  1901-0. 

Among  the  turn-of-the-century  dates,  the  following  are  top  VF  and  AU 
performers: 

1908-S,  191 1-D  (WOW!),  1914-S. 

These  20th  Gentury  dates  offer  several  candidates  for  top  undervalued 
date-mint  example;  particularly  those  struck  at  San  Francisco. 

This  review  of  Barber  quarter  price  performance  signals  three 
classifications  of  coins  in  this  series:  (a)  the  excellent  growth  of  the  key  dates 
1896-S,  1901-S,  and  1913-S;  (b)  the  extraordinary  appreciation  of  several  dates 
spanning  most  of  the  25  year  existence  of  this  design;  and  (c)  the  steady,  orderly 
growth  of  even  the  most  common  dates  using  the  Greysheet  classification.  In 
considering  Barber  dimes  and  half  dollars,  neither  of  these  series  contain  regular 
mintage  high  price  key  dates  comparable  to  the  three  dominant  quarters.  As  a 
date-mint  collector  of  the  dimes  and  halves,  I have  always  been  intimidated  by 
the  quarters  due  to  the  “big  three.” 

In  preparing  this  article,  I can  now  envision  some  alternates  to  all  dates  and 
mints:  an  under-appreciated  quarter  grouping  or  a date  set  comprised  of  any 
example  (possibly  branch  mints  only).  Ultimately,  one  should  be  satisfied  to 
varying  degrees  in  the  achievement  of  a collecting  goal  and  in  the  financial 
growth  of  purchases.  For  those  of  us  at  this  for  awhile,  the  teal  challenge  is 
having  enough  patience  to  find  attractive,  accurately  graded  Barbers  on  our 
want-list.  Finally,  for  those  who  own  these  “big  three”  dates,  recall  the  Fall  1990 
Journal  cover  story:  “Don't  Lose  Your  Keys!” 
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Date 

(Mintage) 

BCCS 

Rarity 

Grade 

Issue  Date  (month/year) 
1/77  1/80  1/83  1/86 

1/91 

[%/$] 

Price  Change 
1977  to  1991 

1892-S 

R1 

VG 

14 

16 

15 

15 

15 

7/1 

R4 

VF 

34 

36 

37 

37 

44 

29/10 

(0.96) 

R4 

AU 

118 

142 

165 

165 

220 

86/102 

UNC 

235 

545 

300 

315 

340 

45/105 

1893-S 

R3 

VG 

7 

8 

5 

5 

6 

(14)/(1) 

R4 

VF 

24 

24 

24 

24 

36 

50/12 

(1.45) 

R4 

AU 

105 

126 

130 

130 

220 

110/115 

UNC 

205 

515 

250 

272 

340 

66/135 

1895-S 

R3 

VG 

5 

8 

5 

5 

6 

20/1 

R4 

VF 

23 

23 

23 

23 

33 

43/10 

(1.76) 

R4 

AU 

105 

120 

130 

130 

175 

67/70 

UNC 

205 

490 

262 

285 

300 

46/95 

1896-0 

R3 

VG 

5 

8 

5 

5 

6 

20/1 

R5 

VF 

29 

30 

31 

31 

160 

452/131 

(1.48) 

R5 

AU 

148 

230 

320 

320 

520 

251/372 

UNC 

450 

1425 

625 

625 

625 

39/175 

1896-S 

R3 

VG 

118 

196 

235 

235 

195 

65/77 

R4 

VF 

290 

460 

790 

700 

700 

141/410 

(0.188) 

R5 

AU 

830 

1475 

2000 

2000 

2000 

141/1170 

UNC 

1350 

3350* 

2725 

2725 

2725 

102/1375 

1897-0 

R2 

VG 

7 

9 

8 

8 

8 

14/1 

R4 

VF 

29 

32 

35 

35 

115 

297/86 

(1.41) 

R5 

AU 

150 

245 

340 

340 

470 

213/320 

UNC 

450 

1425 

650 

650 

650 

44/200 

1897-S 

R2 

VG 

13 

12 

11 

11 

12 

(8)/(1) 

R4 

VF 

36 

35 

36 

36 

41 

14/5 

(0.542) 

R5 

AU 

185 

208 

200 

200 

220 

19/35 

UNC 

335 

650 

300 

300 

320 

(4)/(15) 

1898-0 

R2 

VG 

4 

7 

5 

5 

6 

50/2 

R4 

VF 

20 

21 

21 

23 

55 

1 75/35 

(1.87) 

R5 

AU 

96 

142 

180 

180 

315 

228/219 

UNC 

235 

675 

380 

380 

420 

79/185 

1899-S 

R2 

VG 

8 

10 

8 

8 

9 

13/1 

R4 

VF 

26 

26 

26 

26 

30 

15/4 

(0.708) 

R3 

AU 

125 

136 

158 

158 

165 

32/40 

UNC 

235 

575 

285 

300 

300 

28/65 

1900-0 

R2 

VG 

5 

8 

6 

6 

6 

20/1 

R3 

VF 

24 

23 

25 

25 

33 

38/9 

(3.42) 

R4 

AU 

110 

148 

185 

185 

200 

82/90 

UNC 

245 

625 

350 

340 

340 

39/95 

1901-0 

R3 

VG 

10 

12 

12 

12 

14 

40/4 

R4 

VF 

48 

46 

50 

50 

105 

119/57 

(1.61) 

R5 

AU 

170 

240 

325 

325 

500 

194/330 

UNC 

425 

1100 

625 

625 

635 

49/210 

1901-S 

R4 

VG 

400 

670 

1085 

1085 

1350 

238/950 

R6 

VF 

635 

1200 

2175 

2175 

3350 

428/2715 

(0.073) 

R7 

AU 

1500* 

3250* 

4750* 

4750* 

5500* 

267/4000 

UNC 

3750* 

11000* 

7250* 

6900* 

7500* 

100/3750 

1903-S 

R3 

VG 

7 

10 

9 

9 

9 

29/2 

R3 

VF 

27 

26 

27 

27 

38 

41/11 

(1.04) 

R4 

AU 

140 

190 

175 

175 

195 

39/55 

UNC 

270 

625 

300 

315 

310 

15/40 

( ) designates  a price  change  descrease 
* Bid  Price  (Ask  was  not  reported) 
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Date 

BCCS 

Rarity 

Grade 

Issue  Date  (month/year) 
1/77  - 1/80  1/83  1/86 

[%/$] 

Price  Change 
1/91  1977  to  1991 

1 905-0 

R2 

VG 

6 

7 

6 

6 

6 

0/0 

R4 

VF 

22 

24 

24 

24 

33 

5011 

(0.123) 

R4 

AU 

100 

125 

120 

120 

205 

1 05/1 05 

UNC 

225 

520 

255 

290 

310 

38/85 

1907-S 

R2 

VG 

2 

7 

4 

4 

3 

50/1 

R4 

VF 

15 

15 

16 

16 

28 

87/13 

(1.36) 

R4 

AU 

89 

120 

108 

108 

155 

74/66 

UNC 

195 

570 

262 

295 

310 

59/115 

1908-S 

R3 

VG 

7 

8 

8 

8 

9 

29/2 

R4 

VF 

22 

25 

27 

27 

70 

218/48 

(0.784) 

R5 

AU 

115 

168 

158 

158 

335 

191/220 

UNC 

280 

625 

310 

315 

490 

75/210 

1909-0 

R2 

VG 

13 

12 

12 

12 

10 

(23)/(3) 

R4 

VF 

42 

45 

47 

50 

65 

55/23 

(0.712) 

R4 

AU 

160 

240 

250 

250 

275 

72/1 1 5 

UNC 

500 

1035 

465 

465 

500 

0/0 

1911-D 

R2 

VG 

3 

6 

3 

3 

3 

0/0 

R4 

VF 

17 

16 

17 

17 

115 

576/98 

(0.934) 

R5 

AU 

94 

98 

87 

98 

365 

288/271 

UNC 

210 

410 

218 

250 

450 

114/240 

1911-S 

R2 

VG 

3 

6 

3 

3 

3 

0/0 

R4 

VF 

16 

15 

16 

16 

24 

50/8 

(0.988) 

R5 

AU 

89 

104 

104 

104 

170 

91/81 

UNC 

190 

500 

250 

285 

250 

32/60 

1912-S 

R2 

VG 

3 

6 

3 

3 

3 

0/0 

R4 

VF 

17 

16 

17 

17 

28 

65/11 

(0.708) 

R4 

AU 

94 

115 

108 

108 

170 

81/76 

UNC 

210 

515 

272 

300 

295 

40/85 

1913 

R2 

VG 

8 

11 

13 

13 

12 

50/4 

R4 

VF 

50 

76 

92 

92 

92 

84/42 

(0.485) 

R4 

AU 

265 

575 

475 

475 

475 

79/210 

UNC 

550* 

1850* 

975 

975 

975 

77/425 

1913-S 

R3 

VG 

175 

290 

310 

310 

360 

1 06/1 85 

R6 

VF 

370 

575 

765 

765 

1200 

224/830 

(0.040) 

R7 

AU 

1000 

1750 

1900 

.1900 

2800 

180/1800 

UNC 

1600* 

3500* 

2725 

2725 

3900 

1 44/2300 

1914-S 

R3 

VG 

12 

15 

16 

16 

70 

483/58 

R4 

VF 

52 

65 

82 

82 

145 

179/93 

(0.264) 

R5 

AU 

200 

310 

325 

325 

465 

133/265 

UNC 

435 

1200 

545 

545 

685 

57/250 

1915-S 

R2 

VG 

3 

7 

4 

4 

4 

33/1 

R3 

VF 

18 

18 

18 

18 

31 

72/13 

(0.704) 

R3 

AU 

94 

98 

92 

92 

138 

47/44 

UNC 

200 

415 

230 

255 

215 

8/15 

Common 

R1 

VG 

1 

6 

3 

3 

2 

100/1 

1 897  to 

R1 

VF 

14 

13 

13 

13 

19 

36/5 

1916-P 

R1 

AU 

80 

82 

82 

82 

95 

19/15 

(--) 

UNC 

170 

350 

200 

245 

175 

3/5 
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WE  BUY  AND  SELL 
BARBER 

HALVES  • QUARTERS  • DIMES 

One  of  America's  leading  coin  dealers  and  brokers 
for  rare  coin  investment  programs  offers  a sizable 
assortment  of  hard-to-find  Halves,  Quarters  and 
Dimes  to  Barber  collectors  seeking  quality 
materials.  We  are  always  in  the  market  to  buy 
whatever  Barber  coins  you  have  to  sell.  Write  or 
phone  us  your  descriptions. 

SEND  US  YOUR  WANT  LISTS 

Our  experienced  staff  of  professional  numismatists 
attend  every  major  coin  show,  sale  and  auction.  We 
monitor  the  coin  teletype  on  a daily  basis.  Let  us 
help  you  find  the  coins  you  seek. 

HONESTY  • EXPERIENCE  • INTEGRITY 


MEMBER:  NGC  • PCGS  • ANA 


Coins  & Currency,  Inc. 

350  CENTERVILLE  ROAD  ♦ LANCASTER,  PA  17601 

(717)  299-  1211 
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ATTENTION 
BARBER  COIN 
COLLECTORS!!! 


€OIJJJ(rroRS’^IREHOIJSK 

A Division  Of  Joseph  R.  O'Connor  & Company 


Do  you  COLLECT  Coins,  Currency,  Tokens,  Medallic  Art  Or 
Related  Historic  Americana?  Call  1-800-CW-CLUB-l  Today  To 
Receive  A Complimentary  Copy  Of  The  Only  Newsletter  Tailored 
Exclusively  To  The  Heart  Of  The  Numismatic  Community,  Packed 
With  Original  Collector  Oriented  Articles,  News,  Cartoons, 
Editorials,  Book  Reviews  And  Best  Buys  "From  The 
WAREHOUSE". 

Find  Out  How  You  Can  Receive  Up  To  50%  Off  Of  Your  First 
Year’s  Membership  In  One  Of  A Growing  List  Of  Collector 
Oriented  Numismatic  Organizations,  Including  The  ANA,  ANS, 
Barber  Coin  Collectors'  Society,  Early  American  Coppers,  Liberty 
Seated  Collectors  Club,  Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society,  National 
Coin  Collectors  Association,  John  Reich  Collectors  Society  And 
Morel  Receive  Discounts  On  Your  First  $ 1 50  Of  Purchases  "From 
The  WAREHOUSE"  - 10%  Off  On  Your  First  Numismatic 
Purchases  Or  20%  Off  Of  Our  Already  Low  Prices  On  Numismatic 
Books  And  Supplies! 

COLLECTORS’  WAREHOUSE 

15255  S.  94th  Ave.,  Suite  603,  Orland  Park,  IL  60462 
Telephone  (708)349-0484  Facsimile  (708)349-7585 

CALL  TODAY  FOR  YOUR  FREE  COPY 

1 -800-CW-CLUB- 1 


